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SURPRISES

~OME months ago The Tablet of London published two
5 articles under the title: “How Catholic is Scandinavia?”
This would appear, on first glance. to be a rather n.'l'i.\'c bt;g-
ang the question since locating traces of the Catholic faith

» the Scandinavian north de-
mands a considerable amount of
diligence. Nevertheless the Cath-
Jic visitor. while properly sensi-
i to the barren grandeur of
Leeland, the magnificence of the
Norwegian (jords, the cold pre-
ason of Sweden and the lush-
o of Denmark, cannot fail to
<c ovidence in every one of
mexe lands of what the more
sptimistic have ealled “the sec-
-ad apring” in the return of
Cathulicity tu the northern na-
<ol
When the almost  constant
“oand rin permit, a remark-
e glimpse of the restoration
;vl the Ch}xﬂ'h in Iceland may
el an the  cathedral  at
.kr'\'k”"ik- located on a hillock
:.,'.};c u-n#cr "'_' the city and the
70 vutstanding landmark  as
}:.:“|'.M" setor air. For four
dred years there was no Cath-
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of Lutheranism the faith flourished in (hese
nd from Iceland’s two dioceses missionaries
d practice of religion to places cven
and. There is something movingly

Gotland, Sweden
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symbolic in the fact that the present Apostolic Vicar of Ice-
land, Monsignor Juhannes Gunnarson, is an Icelander by race
and bears the title of Bishop of Holar: the first to be so
designated since the martyrdom of Jon Arason in the six-

teenth century in the struggle
against the imposition of Lu-
theranism and the intrusion of
Danish sovereignty. Iceland is
still a lonely and forgotten out-
post of the Church with its one
Bishop and seven priesis. There
are encouraging signs in the
small Catholic school. the tlour-
ishing hospital and  especially
the establishment in the island
of several communities ol wo-
men religious.

One runs the serious risk in
Norway of bhecoming so  en-
tranced by the splendur of its
scenery from the North Cape
to Oslofjord as to  forget
that it is inhabited by o en-
terprising and highly culti-
vated people who have retained
to a marked degree the funda-
mental virtues of their peasant
and seafaring hackground.
Trondheim is deeply impressive
with the Cathedral of St. Olaf,
certainly the most striking piece
of religious architecture in north-
ern Europe. The city us well as
the monumental church  recall
constantly the name of the most
glorious figure in its history:
Olaf, king and saint and the

dramatic circumstances under which he perished on the
battlefield of Stiklestad and gave the Norwegian people
not only a patron when raised to the altar, but an his-
torical personality that has served the nation well as a
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rallying point in the survival of its national sentiment.

The modest role of the Catholic Church is no more vividly
understood than in the contrast between the great cathedral.
now Lutheran, which is even now in process of completion.
and the modest church that serves the tiny Catholic com-
munity, one of the smallest vicariates in the entire world.

Since the decision of the Holy Sec to raisc most of the
Apostolic Vicariates in Scandinavia to the category ol dio-
ceses the Church has ceased to be technically and literally o
“mission”” church. One is struck by the nced for identifying
the Church with the national life and the bringing about of
the kind of integration that will make it an essential part of
the Scandinavian past and present. Oslo. as well as Copen-
hagen, Stockholm and Helsinki, are now regularly constituted
dioceses; w fact which will undoubtedly contribute to the stow
but steady progress of the spiritual restoration.

There is, nevertheless, the impression everywhere of the
loneliness of those who labor to bring about this happy con-
summation.  Aside from the capital cities where a small
cencentration of Catholics are to be found and most of the
institutional life of the Church, the rest of Scandinavia is
dotted here and there with “mission stations,” sometimes
scrved by a regularly established priest although more fre-
quently by one who manages to get there only periodically.
The lonchness in Scandinavia is not merely physical but spir-
itual and especially intellectual. Catholics. one finds, are iso-
lated and lost in the gencral stream of the national life.
Priests arc likely to be alone in their particular station ar
parish. suwrrounded by a population that by any standard is
cultivated and well educated but 1o whom the Church and

its teaching are at the best a quaint anachronism or gt
worst some form of foreign domination and penetration,

There are happy signs, however, that allow a Modergy,
optimism. Scattered single churches such as that of Chrig,
the King in Gotenburg. elegant and efiective in its simp\icil;-
indicate that although the road may be rouch and the g
stables numerous, the Church is slowly muking its way, I
Stockholm one learns of a propezal for new parishes ip the
suburbs to accommodate the growing Catholic population ang
in Denmark, with its twenty-five thousand Catholics, unde;
the direction of a native born Bishop. it is clear that Cathgy;.
cism has rcturned to hecome once more a dennile part of e
Danish scene.

It is clear even to the casual visitor that the problem in
Scandinavia is unique and quite unlike that of “missiopg®
anywhere clse in the world. Scandinavia is muodern. progres.
sive, entirely twentieth century and highly socially-mindeq
1t is no backwash or stagnant pool in which the social probley
is the major challenge. To see Trondheim ¢Nidaros) is tq
appreciate that Scandinavia has in stone and marble a greg
Catholic past, the recollection of which has unfortunately
Lecome dim in the course of the centuries. The “restoration,™
begun a century ago. and now in full swing. will prohably
have ta emphasize in large part that Scandivavia once be-
longed to the common Catholicity of the rest of Furope and
that the return is not a repudiation but a reintegration,

To the visitor from the United Stides. Scandinavia s
fascinating. To the Catholic it s a world of surprises. and
its little flock —praverful, hopeful, patient andd beroic as it s,
the object of enduring admiration.

—_————y—————— -

Navy Chaplain in Scandinavia

RicHT REv., MAURICE 8. SHEEHY

HE sleaan, ~Join the Navy and sce the world,” had noth-

ing to o with my affiliation with the naval reserve some
cightcen vears ago. AL that time T was serving 22 2 member
of the Bourd of Visitors of the Naval Academy at Annapolis.
Admiral David Sellers. a charming gentleman, after he and
his cohort= had put me and o dozen other civilians through
the Navy routine for three days. said smilingly. “Why. you
aught to be in the naval reserve. 1 had heard about being
an admiral in the Nebraska navy but 1 had never heard of
this distinvtion.

“That would be an honor,” T said. thinking this was ail
good clean fun and would he shortly forgotlen.

The nex: thing I knew I was getting official communiques
from the Navy Department. One said 1 was a lieutenant
commander which to me meant nothing whatsoever, but some
Annapolis sraduates take a dim view of the fact that 1 spent
only three <Jays at their alma mater and came out a two and
a half striger while they waited four vears to get the single
stripe of an ensign.

From wirtime expericnce I learned that one who places
himself under the direction of the Navy may head for the
North Pole and wind up on a beach in Africa. On July 25,

- 1954, T started on a cruise o England with Admiral John H.

Cassady.' v S\I who holds the distinguished title of Com-
mander in Chief of the North Atlantic and Mediterranean

Bishop Theodore Suhr and to his immediate rvight
* Sheehy

Forces. Admiral Cassady in World War 11 spent much of
his time trying to teach me such top secrets as the difference
hetween port and starboard. betwecn a gangway and a galley.

“*JOIN ST. ANSGAR’S LEAGUE
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od how to ke('fp out of the way of chief petty officers who
. pusy men since they really run the Navy.
are,\dmiral Cass_ady suggested that I move my gear aboard

t;U.S.S. Baltimore on August 14 at Southend-on-Sea so I

uld hear confessions and say Mass for the men on August
@ At the pier I was told that the Captain of the ship, a
l;',ial, plump redhead named Christie, was holding the band
and marine guard to give me the hopqr§ due an admiral. I
sent word that T would arrive in civilian clothes—without
J5onoTS- The ship had not had a Catholic chaplain for five
vears and I knew I had a job to do. If the word was passed,
«Admiral Sheehy will hear confessions in the Admiral’s cabin,”
1 might not ]la\'e many penitents. My first job in going
sboard any ship has been to get cveryone to call me “Tather.”
Navy regulations are not on my side but the sailors are.

Thus began the Scandinavian adventure which took me to
(hree beautiful ports and 1o three fascinating countries:
sweden, Denmark, and Norway:.

On calm blue seas we sailed (o the land of the Vikings and
the Midnight Sun. I was not intcrested in seeing Vikings
put T was interested in renewing acquaintanceship with the
sun which 1 saw only twice during the nineteen days I spent
in London.

Through deep, narrow fjords and tall firs, past ski trails
and hunting lodges, we approached Stockholm, a city mag-
nificent and clean, with stately skyscrapers. an overhanging
hridge, and unique store displays. It also appeared to have as
many trattic snarls as has Washington.

As soon as the word was passed on the Sultimore that a
priest was aboard, T had my job cul out for me. Different
ships require different approaches—from the chaplain’s view-
point. At the first Mass, all were urged to join in the apos-
tolic venture of rounding up both hacksliders and prospective
converts. Two of the first men to come around for instruc-
tion were two highly respecled chiefs. From past experience
I knew that if the chiefs decided T was a “right guy” I
would have easy sailing.

Including a few who had bheen baptized in the Catholic
Church but had not reccived other sacraments, it was my
privilege to instruct twenty-three men. Confessions were
heard each day before Mass, At first I tried to give instruc
tions individually, beginning at 0800, but I found it neces-
sary to organize classes according to walches—and aboul
vighl hours a day were spent in instruction (which is more
than is required in my schedule at the University). Six signal-
men who stood watches on the bridge where T lived came in
one by one for instruction.

A priest at sca has a great advanlage in doing his prieslly
work. He lives within a few hundred feet of his congregation,
As soon as the word is passed, “Seaman Smith and Jones re-
bort to Father Sheehy'’s quarters,” the class is at hand and
ready. T worked under pressure hecause, according to original
lans. 1 was to he aboard only twenty-three davs. This period
was later cxtended twelve days when T cancelled a flight
home from Engtand to return with the ship.

SWEDEN

My few hours ashore were spent visiting bishops and
dergy, T first called on the Jesuit Fathers in Stockholm. a
?Cholarly group of missionaries, only one of whom was Swed-
Ish T expected this group to be bilingual. As a matter of

‘“SCANDINAVIA

fact, these Jesuits spoke every European tonguc. ! had sent
word to Bishop K. Ansgar Nelson, an American Benedictine
who was consecrated to serve as coadjutor to Bishop Mucller
of Stockholm, of my hope to visit him. After climbing four
flights of stairs in an old building where the Bishop rents a
small apartment, T found my effort amply rewarded by meet-
ing the convert whom Divine Providence has shaped to play-
a leading role in the restoration of an ancient faith in the
new Sweden.

World War 11. so Bishop Nelson told me, left Sweden in
4 prosperous condition. In the general upheaval consequent
upon the war, the number of Catholics increased from five |~
thousand to over three times that number. Most were refu-
gees who were a challenge not only to priestly service but to
Swedish generosity. Ten new centers where Mass may be
said were opened. Of course the Church did not have enough
institutions and nursing homes to care for the refugees but
heroic efforts were made to supply sacramental service. The
plea for more priests reached a few apostolic bishops in other
luinds. The Socicty for the Propagation of the Faith gives as
aid ten thousand dollars a year. The St. Ansgar’s Socicty also
came to the aid of a group which, though poverty-stricken,
tried to extend its service through widely distributed areas
nto which refugees poured.

In Sweden a1 great majority of the children must attend
Protestant state schools. This precludes during that time
instruction in their own religion, although Lutheran children
attending private schools are requircd by faw 10 he supplied
with instruction in the Lutheran religion. :

A survey made recently showed that 1.8 per cent of the
members of the Swedish people attend church. Swedes are
taking a kindlier attitude toward Catholicism. A few of the
restrictive measures against the Church have been removed.
In the official parties which 1 was required to attend. govern-
mental authoritics scemed to be keenly interested in the posi-
tion of the Catholic Church in the United States. [ was also
given the impression that Catholic priests from the United
States would be most welcome as missionaries in Sweden.

DENMARK

While we passed many ships flying different fligs en route
to Copenhagen, 1 was ablc to see very few of them because
T wanted to have at least part of the prospective converts
ready for baptism and contirmation in the Cathedral in Copen-
hagen. Irom reports of other chaplains, T knew that upon my
arrival T would be visited by the first Catholic bhishop ap-
pointed to Scandinavia since the Reformation, Bishep Theo-
dore Suhr.

Copenhagen, with its great free port, is an international
city. It is also a gay and laughing metropolis. Guns roared
their salute and bands played as we entered the purl. Almost
the first guest up the gangway was a messenger from the
Bishop. I returned the call immediately. The Bishop offered
the facilities of the Cathedral for baptism and volunteered
to confirm whenever I wished. I waited until the day of our
departure to complete instructions. Ten were baptized and
fifteen confirmed. Bishop Suhr, who spent Aftecn years in
the Argentine and then came to Rome where he joined the
Church and became a Benedictine monk. was only five years
ordained when he was made Bishop of Copenhagen. He is a
native of Denmark and one of its most respected citizens.

PLEADS FOR MASS STIPENDS’,



The Bishop insisted upon giving the confirmed and their
sponsurs a “slight repast.,” His beautiful gardens were the
scenc ui what might better be described as a picnic. When
the Bishop asked me what the sailors wanted to drink, he
was surprised at my answer. “Milk. The good Danish milk
of which they have hcard. Give sailors good milk and they
want nothing else.”” The dairy business of Copenhagen profited
appreciably from the Bishop's party.

Twice it was my privilege to dine and converse with the
new Premier of Denmark, C. S. Hansen, who was then min-
ister ol foreign affairs. He had a grasp of world affairs which
was amazing to those who might think Denmark an isolated
country. Prince Knud, brother of the King, was likewise
most gracious to me and, after His Highness understood that
one could be hoth a Catholic priest and a flag officer in the
United States Navy, he launched into a most interesting con-
versation on religion in the world today.

It is no exaggeration to state that the Catholic Church in
Denmutk is launching a great revival. At present one hun-
dred thirty Sisters are teaching in Danish Catholic schools,
to which the government gives more support than docs the
government of the United States to its private schools.
Bishop ~uhr is the spearhead of this revival. He told me
that governmental authoritics had been pleading with him to
build more schools. for which the government would pay
most of the cost. The priesthood in Denmark is assembled
from various countries but more Danes are now studyving for
the pric=thood than ever before.

At Cupenhagen the Communisis made a few clownish
attempt= to embarrass United States sailors. A supply of
Communist literature was handed out in the streets. The
Danish |cople were indignant that such was the case. There
were no  untoward events because Captain Christic had
warned his crew of such eventuality.

NaORWAY

A dayv’s steaming on a northerly course brought us to Oslo.
capital ol 1 country which, unlike Sweden. had suffered much
during the war. Norwegians have a kindly attitude toward
the United States and her citizens are always very welcome.

Oslo is « quiet city, where little moves on the street after
(0 p. m. ‘The Norwegians are a quiet and undemonstrative
people. They are also not afraid to prepare for and fight any
attacking foe.

Since the Bishop of Oslo was in Germany, I spent much
of my time with his secretary, a brilliant, dynamic graduate
of the College of the Propaganda in Rome, Dr. Hansteen-
Knudsen, who at one time was secretary to Cardinal Fumasoni-
Biondi in KRome. Like Bishops Nelson and Suhr, he, too, is
a convert tv Catholicism. His description of the problems of
the pricsts working in Norway was both amusing and stimu-
lating. He spoke highly of the friendly attitude shown the
Church by the King and some of his top advisers.

However. the Catholic Church in Norway Iabors under
very definite restrictions and handicaps. One is the law dis-
barring Jesuits from the country. Typical of these difficulties
is the discrimination against Catholic teachers. Only Lu-
therans may teach in state-supported schools. A special bill
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is now before the Norwegian parliament giving the Kin
authority to dispense civil servants in educational insthuti()ns
from the requirement that they must be Lutherans. All teach.
ers of religion in state schools are, of course, Luthe\-ans
Eight of the country’s nine Lutheran bishops came out againsi
the proposed law which, according to government SPOkesmen
“is in harmony with the conception of religious freedom pg,
prevalent in the country and with the principles in the Degl,.
ration of Human Rights passed by the United Nationg in
1949.”

The great needs of the Church in Norway are schoglg

Catholic teachers, and, of course. Catholic priests whe are

willing to spend their lives planting the secds of the faith j
a climate at present not favorahle to immediate results,

If one may judge from its statues, Norway has more of 4
sense of history than have other Scandinavian count ries.
With deep regret 1 said a farewell Mass on a destroyer, the
U.S.S. Glennon, as it sailed away to visit Iinland. T shoylg
like to have accompanied that ship. No visiting ship ever
received a more tumultuous welcome than did this, the first
American warship to visit Finland since the end of Worlg
War II. I was greatly edified to learn that the two score
Catholics aboard the Glennon marched up the main street of
Helsinki to attend Mass the day after the ship’s arrival,

On September 8, the U.S.S. Bultimore heuaded toward Ports.
mouth and home.

My conclusion from my Scandinavian adventure is that
there is good fishing in those waters—for fishers of men.

The Catholic University of America,
Washington, D. C.

Reprinted with author’s approval from The Amer. Eool. Kieview, Sept., 1953

THE FAEROE [SLANDS
{Continued from page 29

Although Lutheranism is the State religion and the Baptists
and the Sulvation Army are represented among the inhabitants
of the Islands. there is little religion remaining in the people.
Church attendance is poor and there seems tu he little appre-
ciation of the supernatural in man’s life. The Feast of St.
John is celebrated on June 24, and is an interesting social
occasion now observed in Sudero more than in the other
islands. There is nothing religious connected with this evedl
called Joansoka. There are crew races in those high prowed
Faeroe boats, almost unaltered in form and principle of con-
struction from Viking galleys. Crews made up of 6, 8, and
12 men vie with one another in rowing contests in which only
the strongest are able to qualify. There is foothall (Faeroe
type) and handball (Faeroe style) and in the ¢vening dancing
and drinking. Ascension Thursday is a legal holiday and othet
days of religious origin and significance are obscrved as holi-
days without any refercnce 1o their origin or muaning.

The independent spirit of the Faeroese hias recently bec?
reported in the public press. The inhabitants of Klaksvié
successfully reversed an order of the Danish uovemme"'
which would have appointed a new physician in place of th
one who had served them so faithfully.

‘““PRAY FOR SCANDINAVIA®
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Catholic Activities in Denmark in 1954

THE MArIAN YEAR

S everywhere else
in the world, so
also iIn Denmark,
1954 was marked by
various  celcbrations
in honor of Our Lady.
At the beginning of
the year a pilgrimage
of members from the
various Marian con-
gregations was
planned, and in Sep-
tember about 200 pil-
grims visited Rome,
Assisi and Florence;
the grave of Niels
Stencen in this Jast
city held a very spe-
cial interest for us.
As in the previous
year two groups lelt
for Lourdes, and it
was interesting to ob-
serve that many who
had already made the pilgrimage did so again, drawing from
this holy place fresh strength and courage. On the feast of
the Annunciation solemn functions were held in the Marian
churches of Copenhagen, as well as in most churches of the
other cities. On December 8 an evening Mass in practically
all the churches closed the celebrations for the year. But the
high points of the year were two pilgrimages, one on May 23
10 Our Lady of Aasebakken, the other on May 30 to the
ruined monastery of Om in Jutland; both were exceptionally
well attended. The first was prepared for by a series of
sermons given by Father A. Raulin, O.P, in the Church of the
Blessed Sacrament in Copenhagen; and at the Mass on the
occasion of this pilgrimage were present Bishop Mangers of
Uslo, Bishop Nelson, the coadjutor to the Bishop of Stock-
holm, and Bishop Suhr of Copenhagen.

Johannes Jorgensen

THE ScHooL SITUATION

At the beginning of the year it was announced that after
¢ discussions the government subsidy for teachers in
Catholjc schools had been almost doubled, thus assuring the
uture of these Catholic institutions. This meant, for example,
:Z‘h‘"Cl'e'aSc from 225,771 kr. to 445,844 kr. for the high
pm"'os In C.open'hagen. This governmental subsidy has im-
Side‘reblthe s:tuat.xon of thg Catholic schools in Denma'rk con-
meng ¥ Iq this conn?ctlon three events of 1954 will bear
SChoolonmg: n A.arhus in Jutland the corner stone of a new
ey was laid; in Lyngby, near Copenhagen, on October 25
tes thpansh §chool was dedicated; and finally only five days

X ..e Jesuits opened a new boys’ school in Copenhagen.
"liddl“l“ not be out of place here to mention that in the
¢ of October a congress for religion teachers from all

lo

Scandinavia was held. Present were about 140 priests, Sis-
ters and laymen, who discussed and studied both the prac-
tical and theoretical questions about the teaching of religion
in our schools.

OTHER EVENTS OF INTEREST

In the course of 1954 only one Dane was ordained priest,
a Benedictine, Dom Ansgar Nielsen, of Prinknash Abbey in
England. On May 2 the fiftieth anniversary of the founda-
tion of a parish in Vejle, in Jutland. was solemnly celebrated.
Adding to the general festivities was the founder himself of
this parish, the predecessor of the present Bishop of Copen-
hagen, the eighty-year-old Bishop Brems. Also present were
the Abbot of the Premonstratensian Abbey in Averbode, a
monastery which has given Denmark so many priests, and
Bishop Suhr of Copenhagen.

A similar anniversary was celebrated by the parish in
Esbjerg, the only one in West Jutland. In the city of Hamlet
the Lazarist Fathers alsa celebrated their 50th anniversary
of foundation in a fine church finished shortly before the war,

Two priests, both ordained at the Lateran in Rome on
December 8, 1929, celebrated this year their silver jubilee as

pastors in Denmark; the one, Father Thamas King. a Scots- *

man by birth. is pastor at St. Knud parish in a suburb of
Copenhagen; (he other, Father Engelbert Bockenoogen, a
Dutchman. active for many years in the IFaroe Islands, is now
pastor in Randers in East Jutland. :
As the Jesuits took over the Convent of Perpetual Adora-
tion, the Lioba Sisters, who are rendering invaluable service
in the parishes of Copenhagen, were without a home. Bishop
Suhr in exchange arranged for them to take over a home for
old people with the hope in a few years of providing them
with a proper motherhouse. Here, as also with the Sisters of
St. Joseph, some new Sisters were received into the order
this year. However, as the native Danish vocations are still
relatively few, many of these Sisters come from the mother-
houses in Germany. Without this outside help the situation,
especially in the Catholic hospitals, would indeed be critical.

On the occasion of a visit to Copenhagen by a large squad- -

ron of U. S. Navy ships, Bishop Suhr had the honor of con-
firming fifteen of the men at the request of the Catholic
chaplain, Rear Admiral Sheehy. After the Confirmation cere-
mony a buffet lunch was served in the garden and attended
by Bishop Suhr, Monsignor Sheehy, and many of the Cath-
olics from the squadron. Much of the credit for such an
event must be given to the exemplary priestly work of the
chaplain, Monsignor Sheehy.

Each summer sees a growing number of American semi-
narians and priests from "the North American College and
from other colleges in Rome spending a part of their summer
vacation here in Copenhagen. This past year was no ex-
ception. In Copenhagen itself it is possible for them to carry
oul some priestly activities in their native tongue since there
is a rather large contingent of Catholics in the U. S. Embassy
and other government organizations here. They are all unani-
mous in saying that of all the countries in Europe Denmark
is most like home.

( Continwed on page 32)

“SCANDINAVIA PLEADS FOR MASS STIPENDS”
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Bishop’s Report from Norway

The Diocese of Oslo

HI. attentive attitude given to the Catholic Church in
Norway has grown in the past few years. There are
many reasons for this attitude. The increasing prestige of
our Holy Church especially in Europe is reflected also in Nor-
way. The Church’s resistance to Communist pressure in the
Iron Curtain countries has created deep sympathy and the
spiritual revival on a large scale in Catholic France, Germany,
Italy and other Catholic strongholds is echoed even in our
latitwles. The abundant scholarships offered to students and
professional people {o visit these countries, the streams of
Norwegian tourists going to France, Italy and Spain more
than cver before—to Italy and the Eternal City in 1933
aroun:! 50,000—have brought many in contact with Catholic
Jife and thought. Such names as Pope Pius XI1I. L’Abbé
Pierre. Mission de TFrance, Mauriic, Maritain, Bernanos,
Guaresche, Guardini, Graham Greene and Evelyn Waugh are
famitiar to our intellectuals and also to the average newspaper
reader. radio listener or cinema visitur. Presentations either
on the ~tage or by film of a “Don Cuamillo” or a “St. Berna-
dette.” “The First Legion,” Chesterton’s “Father Brown”
Maurine's “Asmodeus,” Hochwalder's #The Holy lixperi-
ment." or Eliot’s “The Last Room™ have done their good.
We du not hesitate to guess that the tough Catholic priest in
“On the Quays” (On the Waterfront) made a much more
favarable impression than the Luther film caused a nuisance.
Out o! ull this, the daily press and the reviews have brought
comments and raised polemics that have caused theught for
the Caiholics in today's Norway. We miss a Sigrid Undset.
as the central figure in literary Norway but new names are
coming. For example, the young Norwegian convert. Ornulf
Ranheim=aether, who reached prominence with his debut
book, Belief and Unbelicf, published last year. Tt is hardly
exaggerating to say that Ranheimsacther through this hook
has Dbrouzht the discussion about the Catholic Faith in Nor-
way to i higher level
Backed up by a more accentuated Catholic spirit abroad.
the Dominican Fathers have continued their successful series
of conferences, presented under the tille “Katolsk IForum™
which wus started in 1953, These arc some of the topics of
the lasi three semesters. “Truth and.Authority” by Ornulf
Ranheimsaether, Louis Buyer’s book Du Protestantisme a
L’Eglisc, “The Church Situation Today Seen from a Cath-
olic Point of View.” “Georges Roualt and the Renewal of
Sacred Art.” “Medieval Mysteries,”” “The Catholic Church
and the Norwegian Critics.” “Sigrid Undset and Our Time.”
“Sigrid Undset: A Study in Christian Realism.” “The Reli-
gious P’roblem of Arne Garborg” To this comes some pro-
grams concerning the theater, films and art delivered by non-
Catholic as well as Catholic persons. Once in the semester
there i 1 full evening musical program where the well-known
pianist. Rev. Thoralf Notheim, O.P.. plays a central part.
“Katolsk Forum” is. by now. a Forum of great influence in
the intcllectual circles of Oslo and has become a means of
spreading Catholic thought far beyond the boundaries of the
capital. “It has become fashionable to frequent the evenings
at the Catholic Forum,” was recently to be read in a lcading
Norweyian newspaper.

In line with this more intellectual activiry we may Mengjq
the many conferences given to most different audienceg
Catholic subjects by both priests and laymen. We woulg lik,
to especially mention Rev. F. D. Thorn's brilliant e.\:posmoL
of “What the Catholic Church Does Belicve,” given over th‘;
Norwegian Radio on the invitation of that institution, 0f
new publications for Catholic instruction there are The
Praying for the Dead and The Catholic Doctrine on M,
riage both by Rev. J. van der Burg, and the Missal for Simayy
Clildren, edited by the Sisters of St. Ju~cph. Cand. mag
Henri Werring brought out last year a inonograph on lhl:
famous Norwegian convert, Lars Eskeland

It is traditional to mention in these wnnual reports (p,
activities of our main lay organization, the M. Olavs Forbuny
central organ for Catholic Action in the iocese. Last \'Q;“:
in connection with the Marian Year, a piigrimage was ar-
ranged to the medieval Church of St. Olav it Bonsnes, not
from Oslo. This church has a famous statne. “The Madonn,
of Binsnes.” The diocesan section of the triple Norwerign
Catholic Youth organization, Norsk Katolsk {'ngdomsforbung,
arranged for the first time an inter-Nordic Catholic Summer
School. A fairly big island in the Tyritiord. UtSya, was
rented and about eighty young Cuatholic hovs and gicls were
able to spend o week there with a program of intensive
studies, pious exercises and spart. Up until now these summer
schools have been held alternately in Dennrk and Sweden.
The Utéya Sumwmer School helped stimulare Catholic youth
work in all of Norway because these youns people from the
more or less isolated Catholic groups from North to South
and East to West were able 1o meet in o xenuine Catholiv
atmosphere and felt the benelit of spiritual nd maoral unity

Tt might interest our American readers to learn that Norsk
Katolsk Ungdomsiorbund in the Diocese o1 (xlo since las
year has been helped by a new body called The Friends of
the Youth Union™ (Uncdomslorbundets venner).  Anyone,
here or abroad. who would like to support thi~ very important
preparatory and conserving wark for the Catholic Church in
our Diocese, can be o member by sending o1 contribution of
any amount to the Direcior. Akersveien, §. Qzlo. This re-
porter. as sniritual director of the Ungdom-torhundel, hegs
to excuse this indiscretion.

In occasion of the Marian Year 1934, 1lis Excellency.
Monsisnor Mangers. sent out a TPastoral ILctier, where he
stressed the beauty of the life wholly dedicaled to God and
pointed out the great need of religious vocations in our time.
In order to prepare Norwegian Catholics jor the Marian
Pilerimage to Lourdes in July. 1954, Rev. Jos. Mesters. 3
Montefortian Father from Denmark. gave conferences W
the various parishes of the Diocese during the month ©
February. As a result seventy peonle panicivated in l'“'-‘"
pilerimage. His Excellency, the Bishop avcompanied _h’s
faithful to Lourdes and went on to Rome tor his ad-limf"-"
visit to the Roman Curia and to assist at the Canonizatio"
of Pius X.

A new parish church was consccrated in Arendal in Jam
ary. 1954, the old on¢ becoming too small fur the ﬂouriShmi-:
flock under the zealous direction of Rev. G. Hogenes. Dm‘
to the still existing restrictions by the Government on "e‘:
construction several other projects are pending for the n¢¥
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cears- Nevertheless, the Bishop did succeed in having a new
- “arish church constructed at Honefoss and the consecration
100k place June 19 this year.

Next year St. Olav’s Cathedral in Oslo will be 100 years
od and a solemn celebration will take place most probably
on the feast of Christ. the King. Renovation of the church is
srgently needed and it is hoped that the century-old church
will be ready by that time.

Rev. Leo van Eekeren, O.F.M., died January 25 of this
vear at the age of fifty-five. He was of Dutch origin and
had spent twenty-eight years in Norway of which sixteen had
heen as Rector of the St. Franciskus Xavierus Sisters at
gylling in Lier. He was a true son of St. Francis and will
pever be forgotten for his example as priest and spiritual
renefactor to our youth.

On the sad occasion of the death of Crown Princess Martha
of Norway. His Excellency, the Bishop was received by His
Majesty, the King the day before the funeral in order to
convey the condolences of the Holy Father, Pope Pius XII.

During the last months of 1954 the Committee for Catholic
Refugee Work was reorganized. Mr. Odd Barra. who had
done a truly admirable job during his spare time remained as
chairman. and the diocesan chaplain for refugecs, the Rev.
Harald Taxt, continued his function. Thanks to a very wel-
come financial aid from Catholic Relief Services—National

Catholic Welfare Conference, it was, however, made possible
to hire a permanent general secretary to take care of the
daily administration of the work. Mr. Torfinn Juell was
chosen for this job. The work has been carried on along much
the same lines as before—publication of “Refugee letter,”
visits to lonely Catholics, distribution of religious articles
and literature, a correspondence course for the religious in-
struction of children, an extended emigration service and on
the social level counselling activities and matertal aid as far
as the meager funds permitted. More work is expected in
the near future when the Norwegian government takes in new ~
groups of handicapped refugees,

Finally these few interesting facts: Daniel Haakonsen,
Ph.D,, an outstanding scholar at the University of Oslo, won
a most dramatic duel last year about an important tcaching
chair at the same University. Reverend Mother Clemence,
Norwegian born, was appointed, last year, Provincial Mother
of the Congregation of the Sisters of St. Joseph, the oldest
religious order in modern Norway. Mr. Edward D. Vogt,
student of theology at the Propaganda College in Rome, gives
a talk once a month in the Norwegian language over the
Vatican Radio. These facts in some way characterize the di-
rection in which we are going—although still slowly.

Rev. Ivar HansTtEEN KxNupsen, D.D.,
Secretary of the Diocese of Oslo.

Central Norway

Trondheim, 1954 - 55

TAH
= ]

v From the pilgrimage to Stiklestad Shrin f St. Olaf
rom Jeft: Bishop Ruth, Bishop Mangers, Bishop Wember

rE‘HE Sth of September, 1954, we had a very infrequent
festival as the first young Trondheim man after the
w;sf”lzm‘“iOn was ordained to a Catholic priest. I’. Olav Miiller
. ?”‘}8.%. 1924 in Trondheim, became a Catholic during
)nm‘;;‘ n b\feden and studied as a Picpus p.ricsl in th_e
l':!ce“fleum’ .Sunpelv?]d, .Hol]and. He was ordamc.d b}r His
cim “}‘lf}'.lhshop Riith in l_he. St._Olav’s church in Trond-
ang .rel € 1s the only Catholic in his f'amx!y, but his parcnt.s
ormey alions were present at the ordination as well as his
teachers and school friends. The whole town of

““SCANDINAVIA PLEADS FOR

Trondheim participated in this event. P. MNliller celebrated
his first Holy Mlass in the St. Elizabeth’s hospital chapel
the dayv after the ordination, and his first Mass for the con-
gregation Sunday, the 12th of September, in St. Olav’s. The
voung priest is continuing his studies in Holland before he
will come back to the Vicariate.

There have gone 925 years since the Holy King Olav gave
his life for his faith and his country in 1030. Therefore our
annual pilgrimage to Stiklestad (where he suffered his mar--
tyrdom) was very solemn this year. All the three bishops
from Norway participated: Bishop Jacob Mangers, Oslo;
Bishop Johannes Riith, Trondheim, und the new ordained
Bishop Johannes Wember, Tromsé. Bishop Wember cele-
brated High Mass in our beautiful pilgrimage chapel in
Stiklestad, assisted by P. Scherf, Trundheim, and Father
Fleschner, Germany. Bishop Riith preached the sermon over
St. Olav’s life and death and actual importance for our situa-
tion today. Returned to Trondheim in the evening, there was
an hour of devotion with a short sermon, officiated by Bishop
Mangers in St. Olav’s. All the pilgrims. both Cuthelics and
Protestants, were very delighted of the wonderful day.

In July this year, the badly needed restoration of our
St. Olav’s church here in Trondheim began. The German
architect and artist, Mr. Liittgen, sacrifices his time and ef-
forts in order to create a beautiful and worthy hishop’s
church. He is very rich of ideas, and we sce forward to the
completion of his work.

MASS STIPENDS”
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Last autumn His Excellency, Bishop Riith, delivered some
discourses followed by discussions. They were very well
attended and made mention of in the press. These discourses
were delivered in order to eliminate the old prejudices and to
give people occusion to adduce their difficulties and get the
right answers. It seems really that this trial has borne bene-
fit, that the contact is found, and a door has opened. The
bishop will continue with these discourses when the church’s
restoration is finished. He is also writing much in the news-
papers, and people follow with interest. In the last year we
had some conversions, too. Not so many—but as His Excel-
lency was told in Rome, one conversion in Scandinavia must
be regarded more important than otherwise, hecause people
have many problems and prejudices to fight against.

The 23rd of August a new kindergarten was inaugurated
in Kristiansund. Tt is managed by the Sisters of St. Carl
Borromeus. ‘This was an important day for the whole town.
People have lcirned to treasure the church’s social work.

We hope that the building by-laws for the churches in

S BULLETIN

Molde and Kristiansund will soon come. We bave only g
church in our Vicariate, and this is in Trondheim. Molg
Kristiansund and Alcsund are still without churches. Thig i
of course, a grave hindrance to the practice of pustoral cayy
On the other side, there will rise a great economic.l |’“’h|en;
when the building by-laws come. We have no TeSource
here in the country and are dependent on help from ﬂhroad.
Therefore we rely upon our fricnds in America tu now sup.
port us more than otherwise.

Next year there will be a rally for Catholic Scandinaviy,
academicians here in Trondheim. This rally will tuke plgg,
about St. Olav’s day so that all the sharers get occasion tq
take part in the pilgrimage to Stiklestad.

Last but not least, we thank the St. Ansgar’s League heayy.
ily for all interest and moral and material support. We wigh
the League the hest results for all the work it does for Gog
and the Church.

With sincere regards,
S1sTER M. Stsyiva,

¢

North Norway

Tromso

HE raising ol the Prefecture of North Norway to Vicariate
Apostolic is the crown of that missionary work which
was started here nearly a hundred years ago.

In 1856 the iirst missionaries came to North Norway.
They were three (German priests, one French priest. a French
student of theology and an Icelandic student of philosophy
(whe by the wayv was baptized and received into the Church
here).

The little troop stood under the guidance of a Russian
Baron who, whil studying in Berlin had become a Catholic,
and some years liter—in Paris—also hecame a priest. He
was the Prefect Apostolic for the Prefecture of the North
Pole, which had its seat in Alta, North Norway. and which
comyprised all lands north of the Arctic Circle.

With great courage and an impressing zeal and persever-
ance. these admicable men began their apostolic work in a
land where everything was against them—the severe nature,
the hard climate and last but not least. the inhabitants with
their fantastic prejudices against the Catholic Church. The
authorities particularly were very suspicious. The arrival of
the missionaries and their first activities were observed rather
closely and it was all reported to the Ministry of Justice.
What mostly worricd the authorities was the thought that
these priests might be Jesuits—and Jesuits are. according to
the Constitution. not tolerated in Norwav. However. to give
the county sheriii of that time all his justified due. one must
say that he handlcd the case very carefully. but also obiec-
tively. and of cousse, dealing with this “serious case” in that
way. the result wax in favor of the priests. As reeards the
reaction of the population. this was mived—some kept neu-
tral, but a greatcr part agitated rather intensively against
the papists, the wloration of Mary. etc. But this did not
frighten the priesis. Some months after they had learned the
language, they beguan to publish writings about the Catholic

““PRAY FOR

SCANDINAVIA™®

faith. They also founded a college, and this made a great
positive efiect upon the population. At that time there did
not exist here any possihilities for education except the pub-
lic school.

It is incredible, but nonetheless true, that that same year,
in 1856, a priest was sent from Alta te lceland, and m 1857
vne was sent to the Faroe Islands, and in 1839 to Tromsoc in
order to found Catholic missions, Also, the mis=on of
Trondheim was founded on the initiative from the north, In
the course of time some excellent priests came to North
Norway, and especially to Tromsoe. These achicved much
for the sake of the Church, and removed muny of the siereo-
typed Proteslant prejudices which were the hardest olstacles
for the missionary work. They built churches and crected
schools that were well renowned

The fruits of the hard work made by these noble. self-
sacrificing and courageous men. could be noticed rather «learly
on that day when the new Vicar Apostolic, His Exccliency
Johannes Wember, was consecrated to bishop. For alt the
Catholics the joy was. of course, great and cordial. We knew
from before that His Excellency, Bishop Wember. wus 2
favorite with the non-Catholics in Tromsoe—yes, in the
whole of North Norway—but that this popularity and estecut
was so great as it proved itself to be on the day of conzvcr-
tion. that we did not know. That the whole town sharl 10
our joy made itself clear from private talks. in the pres: and
in the speeches made at the receplion of the official L'”f‘-“s
after the ceremony of the consecration. To this reception:
came as representative for the Lutheran church, the dein ©
Tromsoe. For the town. the Lord Mayar, the head ol the
police and the headmasters for the high school and the Teach-
er’s Training College. All of them are non-Catholics. But the
congratulatory speeches they made were all marked by t,hf
deep impressions which the Holy Mass and the ceremun®
of the consecration had made upon them, and by an heues!
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steem S well as for the new consecrated bishop, as for
ehc Catholic Church. This meeting was altogether in an
[[mosphere of cordiality and sincere friendship, something
:,-hich would have been quite unimaginable twenty years ago.
However, perhaps the greatest and most impressive homage
was shown in Hammerfest, the northernmost town in the
sorid. The day after the consecration, the bishop and the
joreign priests went up there. There they celebrated the 17th
of May, the National Day of Norway. The climax of this
celebration is the procession through the town. When the
procession passed by the St. Elizabeth Hospital and the
people discovered Bishop Wember on the balcony, they
Sponmneously brought him their favor and waved and
shouted: “Heia Bishop Wember! Heia Bishop Wember!”
All this shows us that we indeed have very little reason for
complaining about the behavior of the Protestants toward the
¢hurch. The confessional climate has become much milder
here in the north. Of course, we will still have to face a rather
strong opposition and reluctance from some non-Catholics,
but the fact that this group simply did not dare to come with
any attacks in connection with the bishop-consecration in
Tromsoe, indicates a great progress.

Now some words about the consecration itself. This took
place on the 15th of May, the feast in honor of the Nor-
wegian saint, Hallvard. Consecrator was His Excellency.
Bishop Mangers, of Oslo, with His Exccllency Bishop Cobben,
of Helsinki and His Excellency Bishop Riith, of Trondheim.
as co-adjutors. As first consecrator, Bishop Mangers deliv-
ered a sermon in which he pointed out how our Catholic
forefathers on this day, the 15th of May. celebrated the day
of St. Hallvard as a great feast. He also spoke about the
coat of arms of the new bishop. This coat of arms shows a
pair of scales, the sign of justice, a dove, the sign of peace,
and the star of Bethlehem, the sign of charity—outshining
everything else. After this sermon the Mass began, with the
ceremonies so expressive and full of import. The reception
for the official guests was given just after the celebration
in the church.

In the evening the Catholic community and guests came
together for a very nice party; which again was a signincant
proof of the joy which reigned in the hearts of all. In the
speeches made by our foreign and south-Norwegian guests,
they expressed the strong feeling they had got out of the
natural and cordial familiarity which they had met with herc
and which is a proof that the Catholics in north-Norway
are fond of their Faith, of their Church and of their Bishop
and priests,

Especially among the intellectual Protestants, the bishop
is very much appreciated as a lecturer. He is respected—not
to say feared—as partaker in theological and philosophical
discussions. Due to this activity there is in the intellectual
circles on the whole, a positive attitude toward the Church.
However, this attilude is not concerned with what is the
deepest in our religion—the divine element. It is the Church
as a culture factor that captures their interest. the Church
as a preserving and creating power of culture, her view upon
the human being, her universality, the Church’s apprecintion
of a high standard of education among her priests, etc.

All this, and a certain fear by the Protestants that onc
begins to take the Church secriously, entitles a positive view
upon the future of the Catholic church in this country. What
is wanting is a Catholic literature—to make available the
thoughts and works of modern Catholic authors—a want which
there is little prospect to make up in the nearcst future—but
the beginning is laid.

To conclude, one should look back upon Alta, the cradle
of the Catholic church in north-Norway—the mother of many
Catholic communities in Northern Europe. There is in Alta
today, one Catholic {amily which arrived there a few years
ago. Nearly all the Catholics left Alta in the 1890's. because
of the then prevailing economic conditions. Most of these
families looked for—and have surely found—new possibilities
in the United States of America. Who knows, perhaps some
of these people or their descendants—will read these lines.
It would give us great pleasure to come in contact with them.

Tromso, Norway.

Bishop’s Report from Sweden

The Diocese of Stockholm During 1954

HE past year, which coincided with the third centenary

of Queen Christina’s abdication following her conversion
to the Catholic Church, has been, happily enough, a year of
%ood peaceful development.

The setting-up of the Diocese of Stockholm was celebrated
o January 10th. His Lordship Bishop Miiller, who by a
Papal Bull of June 29th (promulgated November 8th, 1953)
was appointed first Bishop of Stockholm, held the inaugural
ind enthronement service in St. Eric’s Church in Stockholm.
This has for the time being been granted the status of Cathe-
dral by the Holy See. The Parish Priest of St. Eric’s Cathe-
dral Parish, Very Reverend Father B. van Mierlo, D.D. read
f'(_’m the pulpit the Papal Bull “Profecit in Suecia,” which
fuses Stockholm to a diocese, and at the same time explained
™ his sermon the meaning and importance of the Bull.

On the following Sunday, January 17th, Reverend Fathcr
Frank Sandler, an American by birth, was ordained in the
same church. On August 29th another ordination took place
in St. Eugenia’s Church in Stockholm. This was the ordin:-
tion of Reverend Father Lars Rooth, the first Swedish-born
Jesuit to be active in his homeland.

Six new chapels have been erected, viz. in Karlstad, Sunds-
vall, Karpalund, Bromni, Stiket and Vadstena., At the samwe
time a new parish was established in Karlstad, as a sub-parish
to Orebro under the patronage of Our Lady of the Rosary.
The long existing parish for north Sweden has now shifted
its center from Sorforsa to Sundsvall.

The chapel in Karpalund (chapel-of-ease to Malmé parish)
is installed in the grange of an old Swedish manor, and camu
into existence through the efforts of many Catholic families
of the nobility. It is primarily intended for the use of a
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group of Carholic families dispersed around the surrounding
country-side. as well as for a center for the children’s re-
ligious instruction,

The chapl in Bromma, procured by St. Eugenia’s parish
{Stockholniy is situated in the neighborhood of the capital’s
air-field, ami was blessed on the 26th of June. It fills the need
of a mecting-place. long felt by the Catholics living in the
western suburbs, where housing is steadily increasing. The
chapel is st up in a villa, which also serves as a small
nursing-home, conducted by the Maria Sisters from Osna-
briick. Its importance is great in that the children can now
be more ciiectively assembled in this district for the pur-
pose of Christian Instruction. Nevertheless there is need of
a larger chapel here to satisfy all the demands of pastoral
work.

The Bridgittine sisters’ convalescent home in Fadstena was
this year .onsiderably extended and provided with a new.
beautiful, lirger chapel, which accommodates about 100
people and has a direct enlirance from the street. The new
chapel is huilt to a style which, with its vaulting, is similar
to the Chupter-room in the old monastery built by Saint
Brigid. Tt was blessed by His Lordship Bishop Miller on the
29th of Auvust.

On Decvember 18th the Bishop blessed the chapel in the
Josephine ome, the Catholic home for the old in South
Stockholm. The new house has already been in use since 1953,
In Stiket. northwest Stockholm, where the Elizabeth Sisters
have their Old People’s Home and Retreat House, the chapel
was blesscd by Bishop Coadjutor Nelson on the 27th of June.

The question which still troubles us most is the school
question. In spite of our ciforts to obtain cars for our pricsts
and in other ways improve the situation, there is a greal
number of our Catholic children, especially those who live in
the country. who have no means of getting sutficient and reg-
ular instruction in their Catholic Faith. This makes it dilii-
cult to have them dispensed from the Lutheran religious
instruction. which is obligatory in the schools. For the three
planned schools in Stockholm, Goteborg and Malmo there
is still lacking sufficient funds even to begin huilding. In
order to remedy the present situation to some extent. the
Notre Dame teaching sisters from Munich have bought o
villa in Storiingen, in southeast Stockholm, where they will
run a boarding-school under the name “Maria Regina.” This
school will take the children, particularly those from the
country, who come to St. Eric’s Parish School in South
Stockholm.

Our other Parish School in Stockholm, St. Eugenia’s. which
for nearly Y0 years has provided for the children in North
Stockholm. has had to be closed down, much to our sorrow,
on account of lack of teachers and financial means. The
position cumpels us te direct an urgent appeal to all our
faithful and self-sacrificing friends and hencfactors to help
us in evers possible way to solve this burning school-queslion.
which is of such great importance for the future of the

_ Catholic Church in Sweden. On the occasion this summer

of the Centenary celebrations of St. Boniface in Fulda. His
Lordship Bishop Miiller took the opvortunity to preach in
the Cathedrals and large churches of Bavaria for the purpose
of collecting money for our ureent necds. In spite however

of the great generosity of the Bavarian Catholiis, the resyy
of the collections comes far below the great sum of Money
required, especially when the financing of three planneg
schools is taken into consideration.

There are now at the end of the year tifty-cizht priests in
Sweden. The following priests arrived durinz the twely,
months:

Rev. Father Frank Sandler. from the United Stides:

Rev. Father Kunibert Grunau. from Germany;

Rev. Father Christian Hylla, from Germany:

Rev. IFather Renato Lanz, S.J.. [rom ltaly:

Rev. Father José Salguero, O.P., from Spuin.

The district in South Sweden with Vixjo as center, hithertg
in charge of the English and Trish Passionists, ks become ap
independent parish. and has been extended by the addition of
the county of Blekinge.

Swedish Catholic literature has been enriched this year by
some useful contributions The following books have been
published:

“Marriage” by lather Deltombe. O.I.

“Affirmative to Catholicism” by Father Raulin, O.1,

“What 1s Catholicism?™ by Father de Paillercts, O.P.

“Children of FFatima™ by M. I, Windeatt, translated from
Linglish.

“Seceds of Contemplation™ by Thomus Merton,

The pamphlet “Catholic Church in Sweden™ by B, D.
Assarsson has gone into a second and third edition in Swedish,
IF'rench, German and Dutch.

A Swedish branch of the “Pax Chrizi” wovement was
established on January 26th, 1954, Mrs . Pausard. the fer-
vent promoter and general secretary of the Swedish branch.
took part with Rev. Father Lusser in the pilgrimage to, and
International Congress at. Maria Einsicdeln.  Mrs. Pousarnd
was also present at the Annual Meeting in Fribourg, Bishop
Miiller was present at the “Pax Chrisn™ dav. which was held
on the 12th of June in connection with the grear e Boniface
celebrations in Fualda,

The Marian Year was solemnly celebrated in sweden from
the 8th of December. 1953 to the 8th of December, 1954
The Blessed Virgin Mary was the country’s P’rotectress dur-
ing the Middle Ages. and numerous churches and chapels
were erected to her honor. Even afler (he Reformation many
Protestant sanctuarics hear her name. and the Feast of the
Annunciation is still kept evervwhere, though since o year ago
it is celebrated on the Sunday following the feast. Our Lady
is still reverenced by a great part of the Swedish people, who
never lost their Christian feeling in regard to the greatness
of her, who is the Mother of God’s Son, the Saviour of the
world.

We have kept the Marian Jubilee Year as well as circun-
stances would allow. chiefly by arranging special scrmons and
devotions, reciting the Rosary in common, ax well as by
making pilgrimages to old Catholic places associated with
memories of Our Lady. Solemn services were held. especially
on her great feasts. the Assumption and the Immaculate
Conception.

““JOIN ST. ANSGAR’S LEAGUE"




-l ST

Rl ppur g

THE DIOCESE OF STOCKHOLM DURING 1954
(Continued from page 10)

The Parish of Malmé arranged a parochial excursion to
Denmark, where they joined in the Danish Catholic pilgrim-
age to Aasebakken.

The Parish of Helsingborg made a pilgrimage o Arild.

Ludvika Parish made a pilgrimage to Vika, Stora Skedevi,
Torsdng and Stora Tuna. Holy Mass was said at Vika.

The Parish of the Annunciation in Stockhoim arranged
many different pilgrimages in honor of Mary: in March 1o their
own Church of the Annunciation, at which 150/200 took part,
in May a pilgrimage to Lourdes, and in the month of August
a pilgrimage to the Church of Our Lady in Sigtuna. Part
of the latter pilgrimage was made on foot from Stockholm.

The Parish of St. Eugenia in Stockholm celebrated Marian
Year with special solemnity by sermons and increased paro-
chial visiting, as well as making the year one of renewal for
the parish. Together with the two other Stockholm parishes
(St. Eric’s and Annunciation) a successful and devotional
pilgrimage was undertaken in the form of a visit to all three
churches in the city. About 200 people took part,

Specially successful wus the pilgrimage. arranged by
Eskilstuna parish and its parish-priest. for all the Catholics
in central Sweden. The objective of the piigrimage was the
ruins of the old Carthusian monastery in Maricfred. where
one can still sce the remains of the Carthusian church of OQur
Lady, then known as Pax Mariae, Mary’s peace. The Bishop
celebrated Pontifical High Mass. and preached. More than
200 persons from various places took part. and a voluntary
choir from Stockholm assisted with the hymns.

The Passionist Fathers in Vixjo. who had built a Lourdes
Grofto in their garden, invited all their parishioners to be
present at the blessing of the Grotto., which was performed
by the Coadjutor Bishop Nelson.

As already mentioned. some new chapels dedicated to Our
Lady were opened and blessed during the course of the vear:
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Karpalund—Our Lady of the Assumption.
Karlstad—Our Lady of the Rosary.
Stiket—Immaculate Mary and Saint Elizabeth.

In addition to these, the chapel of the Notre Dame Teach-
ing Sisters in Stordngen will be ready in the beginning of
1955, and is to be dedicated to Mary, Queen of the World,

Though the Church in Sweden was raised to a liocese in

1933, it is still dependent on the Sacred Congregation of
Propaganda Fide, and especially so on the help of our for-
cign benefactors. The good development and progress made
during the past year inspires us with the hope of heing able
to solve the tasks that remain, particularly in the matter
of literature, schools and boarding-schools. We entrust our
diocese and its problems to the care of Our Blessed Lady,
she who is Queen of Scandinavia, Sweden’s Protectress and
Queen of the World.

“As the sea-farers. tossed by the stormy sca. rejoice to
sce the stars of heaven in the midst of night's darkness, so
also we rejoice. sojourners in this world of peril and storm,
to think of thee. O Mary. in the mystery of Thy As:umption
into Heaven. from whence Thou shinest as a star to lead us
safe to the heavenly shores.” Such was the sentiment of
those who thought and prayed during the Middle Ages. But
the land, which long ago was dedicated to Qur Lady. has not
forgotten her, and with firm confidence in her continued
protection. we shall trustingly continue to labor in our land
for the Kingdom of God. This confidence is heautifully

expressed in the hymii sung by the annual pilgrimz o 13j6rks,-

the spot which first saw the beginning of Christianity in our
country:

O Mury, Scandinavia’s Queen of yore,

From thy sweet hand a blessing we thy children now implore.
When the North for King didst chose thy Son.

It took thee 10 its own as Queen,

Whilst time and endless ages run.

News from Finland
By Rev. LAMBERT ERKENS, S.M.A.

IGHT HUNDRED YEARS AGO, the Saintly King Erik

of Sweden brought Catholicism into Finland. On the
uccasion of this jubilee, Our Holy Father Pope Pius XII
clevated the vicariate of Finland to the status of a diocese by
decree of March 18, 1955 and so the Holland Bishop. Vicar
Apostolic, Dr. William Cobben became the first Bishop of
Finland since the Reformation. He was consecraled Bishop
M 1933 in his own native town of Sittard in the province of
lehurg in Holland. It was by roval command that in
554 Lutheranism was introduced into Finland. In a period
of time the Catholic Church disappeared from the country
ind today Lutheranism is the State religion. Of the four
million inhabitants. Finland counts only 2,108 Catholics,
about 1,723 belong to the parish of Helsinki and about 150
' Turky (Abo) in the southwest; the rest are spread over

““SCANDINAVIA PLEADS

the whole country under Jyvaskvla parish in the center
of Finland. The Church enjoys the fullest freedom and old
prejudices disappear rapidly owing to the influence of modern
radio communications. A professor of History at the Helsinki
university published two volumes on religious art in the

Middle Ages and became himself a Catholic, which caused a .

growing interest in the glorious Catholic past. In the capital,
the French Dominicans opened an information center called
Studium catholicum which since 1950. like the Catholic forum
in Oslo has become a great apostolate. The Sisters of the
Precious Blood (U. S. A.) have i schoal of 3335 pupils of
whom sixty are Catholics. On Pentecost Sundav. His Ex-
cellency Bishop Cobben officially celebrated the ercction of
the Vicariate into a Diocese with a Pontifical Mass in the
St. Hendrik’s cathedral of Helsinki.

FOR MASS STIPENDS®
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The first ofliciul act of Bishop Cobben after his installation
was to preside at a symposium on the life and work of St.
Henry which took place in the aftcrnoon at St. Mary’s Church.

Two new stamps have been issued to commemorate the
coming of St. Henry in Finland, the anniversary of which
is also being observed by the Lutheran Church to which the
vast majority of the people belong.

Finland became Lutheran after the Reformation, and now

numbers only 2,108 Catholics in a total Population of
4,121,853

One of the new stamps depicts the arrival of St Hep
in Finland, and the other shows him in full ¢piscopy] Fobe
and with the peasant who murdered him lying at his feet. $

On June 19, Bishop Cobben led a pilgrimage 10 Ky
the place about forty miles north of Turku, where S, |
was martyred, and offered a Pontifical Mass there.

¥lio,
enry

¢

News from Sweden

SkrMoN oF FatHer Lars RootH, SJ.

ATHER LARS ROOTH, S.J. delivered a sermon over the

Swedish radio on September 12, 1954. In his sermon
Father Roolh mentioned that on the same day 650 years
carlier, the 3saintly Bishop Brynolf Algotsson, of Skara.
placed in the altar in the Skara Cathedral, a thorn from Our
Saviour’s Crown of thorns. This was Sweden’s most famous
medieval relic and had been obtained by King St. Louis dur-
ing the Crusuades. Father Rooth took his listeners on a pil-
grimage .through the Skara Diocese, which is the oldest one
in Sweden and has many beautiful medieval churches and
holy places. For instance, in Husaby, Olof Skotkonung, was
baptized by i, Sigfried soon after the year 1000. King Olof
donated his mansion for the first bishop’s church in Sweden.
Later, about 1050, Bishop Asmund moved to Skara. which
was more centrally located.

Bishop Brynolf wrote his most famous work in Skara, “The
Office of the Crown of Thorns.” Each vear on the feast day
of the Crown of Thoerns, the Bible words. prayvers and hymns
of this office by Bishop Brynolf echoed through the Skara
Cathedral and other Swedish Dioceses. Even St. Birgitta
visited Skara in 1349 before her departure for Rome. At the
grave of St. Brynolf, she had one of her revelations, which
has been recorded on the Chronicle Well in Skara.

Father Lars Rooth, son of Ivar Rooth. International Mon-
etary Fund executive board chairman and managing director.
Washington, D. C., was ordained a priest of the Jesuit Order
in Stockholm recently by Bishop Johannes Muller; Mr. Rooth
went to Stockholm for the ceremony. What makes Father
Rooth’s clevation to the priesthood particularly notable is the
fact that he is the first Jesuit to be ordained there. Pre-
viously, Jesuits of Swedish nationality have been ordained
abroad because of laws restricting the Church in Sweden.
These laws huve been relaxed to some extent. These restric-

tions are ncver mentioned by critics of such countries as
Spain and Colombia.

By tHE Way

Helga Gruls Gille is a Swedish Secular Institute for women.
Its mc'mbers work,.clther directly in the service of the Church
according to the directions of the Bishop, or continue work-

ing in their own professions, parily in order tov linance the
activities of the Institute and partly to establish contact in
every direction. H.G.G. is a Swedish, independent Secular
Institute but has close contact with The English Society of
the Grail, an English Secular Institute.

H.G.G. has for the last three years organized monthly
week-end retreats with conferences in Swedish, English,
French and German. Especially the English retreas given by
the Rev. Robert M. Doyle from the Archdiocese of Boston,
U. S. A, have been greatly appreciated by members of the
various Embassies, as well as by other English-spe.aking Cath-
olics, as there are few opportunities to attend Inglish ser-
mons. In connection with these retreats Catholic books are
lent to the guests.

H.G.G. sends out “spiritual campaigns™ with suggcstions
for the observance of Advent and Lent as well as for the
summer season, both to isolated Catholics and to churches
or Sisters to be distributed among the parishioncrs or the
school children. A leallet giving the different s «tions and
times when Catholic services are sent over the Kuadio from
European countries in difierent languages has also been dis-
tributed in this way. The editions of these stencils have now
attained 2,000 copies.

In 1933, Sir Hugh Tuylor, Dean of Princeton tniversity,
N. J.. and President of Pax Romana MIIC, gave a talk to
Catholic students at H.G.G. which was deeply appreciated
by those present.

A Swedish translation by H.G.G. of “This Is Marriage”
(the abridged Encyclical of Pope Pius X1 published by the
Grail in England) is just being published and the translation
of “This Is Freedom® (the Encyclical against Communism) is
under preparation. A Swedish translation of “Whatsoever He
shall say” by the Rev. Ferdinand Valentine, O.P.. England,
will shortly appear.

H.G.G. is as yet only a small unit of thre¢ Swedish mem-
bers and has only a small flat at its disposal but hopes for
more space in the future with combined chapel and lecture-
room which could serve for other organizations as well. ItS
emblem, a chalice with a pelican, is a copy of a little 13th
century silver-shield found in a big treasure-trove on thé
Island of Gotland.

September, 19535.

‘“PRAY FOR SCANDINAVIA™
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Visit Scandinavia

DENMARK — FINLAND — ICELAND — NORWAY — SWEDEN
Lands Rich in Tradition, Culture, Beauty and Democratic Heritage

) ANY reasons encourage American Catholics to
J¥A visit one or more of the Scandinavian countries.
Though separated by geographical and political
yorders, and though each has individual character-
itics deep-rooted in history, Denmark, Finland, Ice-
and, Norway and Sweden are linked together by
gmilar cultures and, generally speaking, have many
commercial and political interests in common and
sruggle together for co-existence with all freedom-
joving nations,

Christianity first came to Scandinavia around 900
s D, but it was not fully established in all these
countries till one or more centuries later. After (his
the Catholic Faith for centuries dominated all aspects
of human life.

Today, the problems of the Church are almost the
ame throughout Scandinavia. The hierarchy was
formally reestablished in most places in 1953. Small
Catholic communities live beside large Protestint
congregations. Progress is slow. but the Scandina-
vian Catholics are united in common prayer. With
great sacrifices they support their churches, schools
and other ecclesiastical institutions, and are helped

. 4‘ ° %’ . y-}( .
SCADDIP?VM
CATT)OL](. _CATI')QDRALS

in this by the generosity of Catholics abroad (including Mass
stipends and aid from Americans),

Many things that Americans will se¢ here are quite dif-
ferent from Lhose which daily surround them at home. But (he
Church is the same. American Catholics will do their Scindi-

navian brethren a great favor whilst staying in their beautiful
countries and will encourage. them also by visiting their
churches and by assisting at Mass together with them wher-
ever opportunity te do s¢ arises. They will carry away an
impression of Catholic Scandinavia which you too may sharc.

PENMARK o NORWAY o SCANDINAVIA o« SWEDEN o FINLAND
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“Catholic Denmark”

Population — 4,281,275
Patron — St. Canute

HIEN speaking

of ‘“Catholic
Denmark”, wvisitors
must consider that
Catholics in this
country tuday consti-
tute no more than a
tiny mivaority of
26,000 :mong the
whole population  of
more thau 4.3 million
inhabitants. The Di-
ocese of (‘openhagen
covers (lic entire
country, including the
distant l"acroe Is-

CATUOUC CATHEDRAL-&
CATHOMC CHURLH - A
PERIODICAL SERVICEI ONLY - @
RECTORY WITH CHADEL - @

lands and far-off ' J
Greenland east of the '

American  Continent.

The spiritual leadership of the diocese is in the hands of
Bishop Th. Suhr, aided by 100 priests and assisted by 761
nuns of different Orders. Consequently. the number of purishes
is small, amounting to 38 only, of which 9 are in Copenhagen.
Parish chuches, however, will be found in every town of
greater importance (see map). A pamphlet, Roman Cuatholic
Masses in Denmark, available at tourist offices and all larger
hotels, gives the necessary information abhout hours of Sunday
Masses. As to size and artistic point of view, Catholic
churches and institutions are, with few exceptions. «uite
modest. Danish Catholics are, however, justifiably proud of
their achicvements, all attained since 1349, when freedom of
religion was granted to everybody for the first time since the
Reformation.

Entirely different from this present modest Catholic aspect
of Denmark are the ecclesiastical monuments, churches as
well as monasteries, still left from the time when the country
was Catholic. (Christianity was brought to Denmark in the
9th Century by St. Ansgar, a Benedictine monk, whom all the
Danes honor as their national apostle.) The existing medieval
cathedrals (now Protestant) of the old Catholic bishoprics in
a silent wav announce to visitors the greatness of those early
Catholic times, when bishops, like Absalon, had a leading part
in the government of the country. The echoes of thesc voices
in stone become even greater when we think of the 1,800
lovely parish churches (nearly all dating from the 12th Cen-
tury), scattered over the whaole of Denmark, and often em-
bellished by remarkable wall paintings. The original structure
of most of these churches is well preserved, only the furnish-
ings being of more recent date, and they are, generally speak-
ing, always worth visiting. and this may lead to many

surprising discoveries,

The American tourist, who wishes to explore the beautiful
parts of Denmark, has one important fact in his favor, that
it is a small country. As a matter of fact, Denmark (excluding
Greenland) is no larger than the state of Maryland. Excellent

Catholics — 26,000
Feast Day — January 19

train service brings him in a few hours tu the most remo,
towns, and a good nctwork of public and private Motqy.
coaches cover the rest of the country. Rouds ure excellent gy,
those who prefer to drive a car; cars may also be hireq al
modlest rates.

As the visitor may start exploring Denmurk from Mog;
any point, e.g, from the home of relatives or friends,
from his port of arrival, no special itinerary need he sy,
gested. However, the following should not he vmitted if gp,
wants to see Denmark from the Catholic point of view,

CopENHAGEN (Special Folders Avialaliden

Being as well an old and & modern, thriving town wig,
colorful life, the capital of Denmark offurs all kinds of
wonderful discoveries and lovely entertainment. Sight-seeing
in modern motor-coaches (daily service) iz available. A visj;
to the National Muscum should not be omitted. Its Old Norse
Scction gives a condensed survey of the Ages i the Vikings.
This section is of special historical interest for Americans, too,
as Vikings were the tirst Europeans to set foor vn the Amer.
ican Continent, six centuries ahead of Christopher Columbus,
The Medieval Section carries the visitor back to the early
Catholic period and exhibits rare ohjects of ¢ lesiastical an
and furniture in striking contemporaneous surronndings. The
Aquarium at Charlottenlund is supposed ta be the best in
Europe (children will like it!). A collection of paintings.
excelusively Danish. from the 19th and 20th Centuries is worth
visiting at the “Hirschsprung'ske Samlinger™. The Open Air
Museum in Lyngby, a suburb of Copenhagen. i~ an assembly
of original old farmhouses and rural buildings. transferred
here from all parts of Denmark and reconstrus ted in appro-
priate surroundings. At Lyngbygaardsvej in Lyngby is the
center of St. Canute’s Parish, with recently built school
(separate scetion for 86 American childrenY and parish hall:
a modern church will soon follow.

ZEALAND

The most comfortable way to see the nurthern part of
Zealand is to go there by tour-
ist motor-coaches (half and all-
day excursions from Copen-
hagen). Kronborg Castle
(16th Century) in Elsinore is
beautifully situated beside the
northern entrance of the
Sound, looking across it to
Sweden, and was immortalized
by Shakespeare, who made it
the scene of “Hamlet”. The
Carmelite Abbey here is the
best preserved medieval mon-
astery in Denmark. The o
churches of St. Mary and St.  p,ic stone with the olde
Olai go back to the 12th Cen- representation in scandina¥

¢
. I Christ (C. 98 at Jelling
tury. The Catholic church “ " ‘“ﬂe;... Vejle)
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(St. Vincent’s, Ny-
gade) should be seen
from the churchyard
opposite.

The excursion men-
tioned includes a visit
to Frederikshbory
Castle near Hillerid.
It is the most splen-
did of Dunish custles
and . famous for its
outstanding collection
of furniture and art.

Roskilde. the me-
dieval capital of Den-
mark. is  dominated
pv the twin-spired cathedral (see illus.). IFor 1.000 years the
h'uriul place of Danish kings, it is a historical building second
0 nonc. From the many medieval churches and religious
institutions only a few are left. The churches of St. Th and
s, Jorgensbjerg are worth visiting. The tower of the Town
Hall is remarkable because of the fact that it is a parg of
the old Church of St. Lawrence, the foundations of which are
qill visible under the town hall square. These ruins are with-
put comparison in the whole of Scandinavia, The Catholic
parish church (St. Lawrence’s, FFrederikshorggade) is situated
apposite the Catholic hospital and school. Ringsted is famous
for the romanesque basilica dedicated to St. Benedict, the
father of monasticism, and holds the mortal remains of sev-
cral early Danish Kings. The romanesque church at Fjen-
nesley, with its twin towers was huilt by the mother of the
greatest Danish bishop, Absalon, the founder of Copenhagen.
The principal sight of Sor6 is the Academy (boarding school
for buys). originally a Cistercian Abbey (the church is well
preserved). Near Slagelse (Catholic parish church: Freder-
iksgade 97 is Traelleborg, a large Viking fortress. lnid out
r1. 1000 . p.. which is supposed to have garrisoned 1.500
warriors,  Kallundborg is dominated by Our Lady’'s Church.
With its five powerful towers the church is perhaps the most
ariking in Denmark. (From Kallundborg there is a ferryhoat
i the capital of Jutland, Aarhus. There is daily service).

Typical counuryside church, Eighty per
cent of the 1,800 churches in Denmark
are more than 700 years old

Excursions can also be easily arranged for tourists in the
*outhern part of Zealand, including the isle of Mon, which is
Temarkable for its fascinating chalk-clifis and the heauty of
the wall paintings of the ancient church at Kjcklby.

BorRNHOLM

The isle of Bornholm has an aspect quite different from any
;::“z; f’f”.l of .Dcnn.mrk.' Its rocky structure and \\=hitc-\\=;'15hc(l
“thes s billowing hills, the small, neat towns and pictur-
f'.\_.lluL' fishing villages are very attractive lo everyone. On
~l\.cuum of historical events in the past one can everywhere
:L(i.m”;’;;";ins from .olden times, runic stoncs, trenches and
hus‘\,he Iortrcsscs. -lhe greatest of nll‘ heing lh()sc.of Hammer-
ot of | ﬂrg“'Sl ruins of a fortress m'u[[ Scandinavia. Four
’i‘uﬂtcd]oe SE\Cn round churches (see illus.) of Denmark arc
Iefeng, m“ ' ornholm, :'md the f.act tha% they also served for

akes them still more interesting.

FuNEN

Manor houses and castles everywhere in Denmark add their
special contribution to the variety of sights which enrich the
treasure of the foreign visitor. However nowhere are so many,
big and small, to be found as in the southern part of Funen,
with large parks, fountains, moats and ponds, banquct-halls
and six-foot thick walls. Charming villages with well kept
houses and flowered gardens delight the eve. The towns all
face the sea. Buacked up by a well-farmed hinterland, their
double aspect is quite an interesting object of investigation,
The Sound of Svendborg excels all the other views, anl there
is, from Svendborg, easy access to the beechwood covered
islands of the Dunish archipelago.

Dearest to Danish Catholics is Odense, the capital of Funcen,
world known as the birthplace of Hans Christian Andcr-cn,
the fairy tale teller (special museum!). The cathedral halds
the precious shrine of St. Canute the King* (d. 1086). His
statue, erected on the very place of his martyrdom, fuces the
Catholic Church of St. Alban's, remarkable as to size and line
details of architecture. “The Funen Village™ at the outskirts
of Odense is constituted by a gay variety of typical farm-
houses and huildings from all parts of Funen and its isles,

JuTttanp

It is quite impossible to give a complete description of Jut-
land, called the “"mainlund” of Denmark. as it constitutes the
higgest of all its nearly 500 component parts. Irom the
German fruntier to Skugén_. the most northern point of the
peninsula, is (for Danes) an endless sireich of 140 miles.
Barren plains and areas of heath are succeeded by rich farm-
lands in a colorful variety; small villages and sleepy tuwns,
such as Ebeltoft and Mariager, are intermingled with Lirger

ones having the manifold aspects of busy life. Yo the west,

the coast faces the rolling waves of the North Sea. long
stretches with firm, silver sand, are an exciting invitation to
motor and to enjoy the scenery in a differcnt wayv. To the
cast the sca cuts deep into the country, and the waters reflect,
like mirrors, green forests and the white sails of cruising boats.
The central part of Jutland rises to the elevation of 690 feet
above sea level and presents hne views over lakes and pas-
tures, heaths and
intersected  for-
ests. The Amer-
ican Fourth of
July is celebrated
every summer in
the heath-cover-
ed Rebild Hills,
and there is quite
a gathering of
Americans of
Danish origin,
who visit  “the
old country” to
stay with rela-
tives and {riends,
but who are
happy to make
new acquaint-
ances, since ‘“‘the

Roskilde — oid cathedral and burial place
of (40) Danish kings

* Jan. 19 in Roman Missal and Breviary; Jan. 7 and 19 in Roman Martyrology.
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Ostevlrs Bonnd Chureeh, Bornholm

Danes are the most exhilarating people in Europe”, according
to Evelyn Waugh, Catholic novelist and author of travel
books.

Monuments of Catholic interest arc numerous. Cathedrals
with high towers (such as Ribe or Viborg) look across to small
churches (see 1llus.), often built of solid granite stones,
carriecd down to Denmark by the gliciers from Norway,
before 1he beginning of historic ages. Well preserved monas-
teries, such as that of Borglum in the north, which grimly
faces the western gales, are a strong contrast to the ruins of
the Cistercian monastery of Om, sheltered in the center of
Jutland At Jellinge (near Vejle), lie the burial mounds of
“Old King Gorm” and his queen, Thyra, the parents of King
Harald. “‘the Harald. who made all the Danes Christians”,
as he glorities himself, according to the runic inscription on a
huge granite monolith (see illus.) The church nearby dalcs
from the 12th Century, and remains from an earlier church
are still visible.

Excur:ious to the environs of all towns are easily arranged
and are¢ worth taking. Museums in cven small towns give a
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vivid interpretation of lacal history, art and indyg P
ticularly worthy of notice is “The Old Tuwn” iy Aarhar.
where ancient houscs are gathered [rom differen; parts iy
Jutiand. of

Denmuark certainly cannot boast of its size, By
wonderful country. Because of its very smallness i j
to explore than almost any other. Just to remain ip
hagen is to miss one of the biggest treats that lie in De
A wondrous piclure-book warld lies far beyond the capita)
and visitors will there find things they dream of: 4 Fain
Tale Land, supported by a thousand-year-old culiyre and b,
tory, secular as well as religious, a land where, in the Wind
from the sea. Lhere flies everywhere the nativngl flag, 0l:|
Diunebrog, whose bright red color is intersected by our
Suaviour’s Cross in immaculate white. the svinbol of Christjy
Faith, Hope and Charity.

it g,
S Casier

Cop(_\n‘
Nmark

For special information apply to the Chancery: Den katol.
ske Kirkes Kancelli, Amaliegade 31 A, Copenbagen,
St. Ansgar’s Cathedral
Bredgade 64, Copenhagen

The Danish Information Ottice, 388 Fitth Avenue. New
York 36, N. Y., stands ready to supply free information on
all phases of Denmark and life in Denmark. ‘Travel lierature
is available, free, from the Danish National Travel Office, a:
the same address. e.g.. pamphlet. “Denmark Tuday™.

They recommend for additional information.

Hudson Strode: Denmark Is o Lovely lLand. Harcour
Brace & Co.. New York, 1951, Price. $4.73.

Tourist in Denmark. Published by Politiken in gollabora-
tion with the National Travel Associarion of Denmark
Brentano or Scribner’s. Price, $2.00.

This repring (pages 12 to 24) is from the Annual BULLETIN
(1955) of St. Ansgar's Scandinavian Catholic League. Re-
quests for information relative to the League's purpose, types
of membership available and/or data relative to the church
or conditions in Scandinavia should be addressed to the Sccre-
tary, St. Angar’s Scandinavian Catholic League, 40 West 13th
Street, New York 11, N. V.

et
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“Catholic Finland”

Population — 4,121,853
Patron Saint — Henry

is the 800th
saly of Fin-
conversion,
hich started in 1155
%4 the crusade of
?l‘ Eric Of S“'Cden. . CATMOLC CHuRCH
% it there St e
Henry: BiShOP. of :

igpsala, an 'Engllsh-
on. Lo continue Lhe
qork; but St. Henry
on ended his lahors ron:
4ith martyrdom. On -

(e other hand. spon-
ored by her Swedish MM- \
FINLAND ]P i

1055
"nni\-'er
pod s

wlers, the Protestant
Reformation came to
fisland in the 16th =
Century, and in con-

swquence all her medieval cathedrals and churches are now in
Lutheran hands. Today, however. the Catholic Church is back
in Finland, small but flourishing (under the pastoral care of
gishop Guillaume P. B. Cobben).

There is much for the Catholic tourist to see in Finland
besides her famous lakes, forest scenery and winter sports:

HELSINKI (Helsingfors), the “White City of the North”,
was not founded during Finland’s Catholic cra but is now
her administrative intellectual and cconomic center. Catholic
institutions are: St. Henry's Cathedral (sce illus.) in the
swutheast residential district. the new St. Mary's Church (sce
Mus) (Mantytie 2, Helsinki), St. Joseph’s Chapel iu the
new English School (conducted by the Sisters of the Most
Precious Blood. O°Fallon, Missouri, U. S. A)), Studium Ca-
tholicum (the French Dominican Fathers' cultural Center),
Mella: Maris Summer Camp for children in the Westend
suburb and (at Rekola in the western environs). the Slavonic
Bvzantine Rite Chapel of SS. Peter and Paul. Of great in-
wrest to Catholics, also, is the National Museum with its
wtstanding collection from Medieval Finland arranged like
1 Catholic church.

Excursions can be made from Helsinki: (1) some 35 miles
%¢st 10 the South Finnish Lakes and the little old villoge of
LOH]A which possesses one of the most important of Fin-
l"_"d'S medieval churches—St. Lawrence’s (14th Century)
*ith myra] paintings (1510-1522); or (2) some 35 miles east
long the coast to PORVOO (Borga) with its Gothic Cathe-
fral (1414-1418) in the center of the “old town.”
HBTSL.'RKU (Abo), the old (Swedish) capital of Finland :'md
“_Ntflond largest city (on the coast somewhat over 100 miles

™ and north of Helsinki), today looks ultra-modern. At
wtl_m(’Ulh of its river, however, still stands its medicval castle,

?“\}Sc ;CTOSS the river from the new town is the impressive
Isce i(”ml, consccrated in 1290 but qftgn .ad(led to :}fterwards
Vears v:'*&) Th1§ i1s one of leun_d’s “hfgh ;.)laces" and for
middle s the See of the sole bishop in Finland. In the

¢ of the Tavast Chapel lies Magnus Tavast (d. 1452),

Catholics — 2,108
Feast Day — January 19

the most famous of the Catholic bishops. In Kupittaa Park
1s the Spring where St. Henry is said to have baplized Fin-
nish pagans during St. Eric’s crusade. The present-day Cuth-
olic church (St. Brigitta’s) and Children’s Home with its
Sacred Heart Chapel (Sisters of the Most Sacred Fleart). are
al Ursininkatu 15.

About a mile northeast of the Cathedral, at KOROINEN,
lies the original site of Turku. accessible by bus. with ruins
of the 12th Century Cathedral and the churches of Our Lady
( Maaria, ¢. 13007 and across the river, St. Catherine (K:ar-
ina, early 14th Century). An excursion can also be mude 1o
NOUSIAIEN (Nousis, about 12 miles north) with another
former Cathedral (of 5SS, Mary and Henry) which preserves
a carved sarcophagus from St. Henry’s tomb (copy in Na-
tional Museum. Heisinki). The SEVEN CHURCHES
ROUTE is a favorite day's excursion to various medieval
churches near Turku (including the once-monastic church at
Naantali) and which also includes sights representative of
IFinland’s history.

Around 75 miles north of Helsinki is HAMEENLINNA
(Tavastchus) on Lake Vunajavesi, with the medieval castle
of Hiame. Two and onethalf miles north on Lhe luke s Iin-
land’s chief tourist center. AULANKOQO, in the midst of the
forest and lake scenery of the National Park. From here. a
nearby excursion takes one to HATTULA CHURCH
(c. 1250), a popular pilgrimage center in Catholic times,
decorated with frescoes and wood carvings,

From Himeenlinna northwest to Finland's third largest
city, TAMPERE (Tammerfors) is around 60 miles by rail-
road or road. An alternate route is the picluresque five-hour
trip by water-coach and bus which provides 1yvpical views
of Finnish life and scenery.

It is a little over 30 miles from Tampere to Finland's west
coast at the city of PORI (Bjornebers). En route there.
along the Kokemien
River, once passes KO-
KEMAKI with the little
wooden chapel tradition-
ally used by Si. Henry,
which is protected inside
an octagonal brick build-
ing.

From Pori it is 40
miles by bus south to
the old port of RAUMA
(hotel and youth hostel)
which can be reached
also from Tampere by |
railroad. Here. south of
its river. is the Old
Town, providing a more
or less complete plan of
a picturesque wmedieval
town, The church of the
Holy Cross, decorated
with ancient paintings,

Helsinki (Helsingfors) St Maey of
the Assumplion
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lake in 1136 St Henry was martyred by ().
and his body, when Tound. was traditionaliy taken

island in the lake. On this Isles stand the rying of 4 o
to which a Catholic pilgrimage was made iy recen v
(Tt is 60 miles by bus from Rauma to Turk:: Yeary

l)casam! LJ“j

(hUn}.

There are other medieval churches and cusleg in |
these are most numerous in the southwest corpey of
country. JYVASKYLA (near the northern 0 yf the ,”?'
Lake Pidijanue) is the center of Finland's 100y p,—csmfrr‘
Cathulie parish—St Olav's. which covers the entire nortt fl'\
center of the country, and

ilung

For information relative to the churches i Magg \im
visit or communicate with St. Heney's Cathied ol Puistoky
. . . : R 1Y
1A, Helsinki, Finland.

For travel data communicate with Finnish National Tryvg
Office, 41 East 50th Street, New York 220 N0 Y. For
tional information. they recommend that vou tead:

Findand and Tts Geograply, This is an Mineinoan Geograph.
ical Society Handbook, consisting of S10 ugees and cue
ing $9.00. Published by Little, Brown & ol in assocns.
tion with Ducll, Sloan & Pearce. Inc.

Turkiy TuomiDkirk ki
Nave of Turku Cathedreal

was uriginally part of a 14th Century Iranciscan Monastery,
and there are ruins of the church of the Holy Trinity. ‘
Around 40 miles east of Rauma, via Leppi and Bura, is ! A & H DOy et T

KOYLIO on Lake Koylionjarvi. On the frozen®waters of this Outside of St. Henry's Cathedral, Helsinki




ST. ANSGAR’S BULLETIN 19

“Catholic Iceland”

Population — 127,770

Catholics — 500

Patron Saint — The Virgin Mary  Feast Day — Dec. 8

ch first came to Iceland in 1000, the same year
Icelander, Leif Eriksson, sailing from Norway to
ather, Erik the Red, in Greenland, missed his
red America (“Vinland”) instead! For the
the Icelandic republic, although a prey to
quurrcls. produced those histories, eddas, sagas and
which are the glory of Nordic medieval literature,
h the modern Icelander can still read in the original
Together with Norway. Iceland later became
he Danish monarchy; and its last Catholic bishup
jeval line, Jon Arason of Holar (beheaded  at
50 for his resistance to the new doctrines from
ienmark), is honored by all I.celal.ulcrs as a patriot who at-
cmpted to combhat the increasing interference of the ]):.mlsh
cags in Teeland. Today the reemergence of the Republic of
eeland coincides with the rebirth there of the Catholic
church under the spiritual leadership of Bishop Johannes
cunnarsson, the first Icelander lo he so conscerated since
1.0 Arason and like him (Titular) Bishop of Holar.
" bue w natural calamities, etc., nothing remains above
seund of the medieval buildings of ITceland. Her main at-
.ction for tourists, therefore, must still remain her strange
- beautiful scenery of lakes, voleanoes, glaciers and moun-
KEVKJAVIK, Iceland’s capital, possesses the Catholic
¢xhedral with an ancient statue of OQur Lady (sec illus.).
Beside it stands the Catholic Hospital. Here also s the
National Muscum of Antiquities which preserves remains and
~ecious traces of her Catholic and medieval past. At HAL-
NARFJORDUR (en route to KEFLAVIK Airficld) is anuvther
‘ 1:ho|ic community with a Hospital chapel.

Excursions from Reykjavik include visits: (1} 30 miles

Clo THIN('.\'ELLIR (where the early medicval parhia-
«isatin 930) and its large lake and scenic National Park;
; o SKALHOLT (southeast of this same Lake) where one
\':J::: :“u lmcdicval Sees of Iceland .Iay, and where :l()n
l'.'\;m “;]TS} ).chcadcd; (3) ab.outr75 mlles, east to GEYSIR
"l'l-LFostsl l‘llll other hot-spring l‘spoutcrs‘_’ are named) and
ek i ST()\'](L; great waterfall; .(4) 83 miles east of R}:)fk-
‘e been e ,“where th_e remains of a Iurgc’mcdlcvul farm
. \.Ulm-];ﬂ\alcd, while nearhy lies HEKLA, the well-
‘“:1‘\‘}:1}”1{111:\“}“] chief town in the norlh:.()nc can [y from
evang couml:\-l Oltf)furhpr take .lhc _?SyZ;mllc l"(lil(l lhroggh
B Cenl'u. , t ls_rnu(l lie RL} KHOLT §§"ll‘c!c'li\fol
oLy whe Ty h1§t0n;m Sn.om 5lul‘|L.JSUll. bl\'l\l\.ls-
= chape] an((]ri{?){hlrd Cu(hollF community has a h.ospltal
‘ee Kureyr; |_<AR= ch:qn(l s sccond h]C(].IC\"(ll L:pl.\'cop:nl
apel 'An]]b fIcelan(l's fourth Ca'thollc parish w.th
ake .M\'v( rom hcr.c an_ excursion leads .62 miles

yvatn, with its attractive islets, its many

f an( W . .
“Mationg ater fowl, and its shores with their strange lava

((HE Chur
that the ;
ert 8!

'm:q- and discove
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Reykjavik Cathedral

For pamphlets and facts about Iceland. travel duta. etc.,
write to the Consul General of Iceland, 331 Fifth Avenue,
New York City, or Ieeland Travel Bureau, Reykjavik. leeland.

Recommended reading on Iceland:

Iceland — Old-Nvw Republic, by Amy L. Jensen.  Expo-

sition Press, 1934, 362 pp. $5.00.

Catrouic Crurctt, CHAPELS AND Massis IN TCETAND
REYJAVIK: (Cathedral) Church of Christ the King. Land-

akot: Masses: Sunday, $:30 and 10 A, M. Week-days,

8 A M.

HAFNARFJORDUR: The Huspital—Sunday Mass. 10 A, M.
(KEFLAVIK ATRPORT—Three Sunday Masses).
STYRKKISHOLMUR: The Hospital: Sunday and Week-day

Mass, 6:30 A. M.

AKUREVYRI: Reverend Hakon Loftsson, Lyrarlandsegur 26,

Sunday Mass, 5:30 P. M.

e e O U

[P




20 ST. ANSGAR’S BULLETIN

“Catholic Norway”

Population — 3,051,000
Patron Saint — St. Olaf

NORSEMAN,
Leif Eiricson? iS ! = Hamprarear g

- NORTH CAPE .
listed by the National | &‘w’ouc CATHCORALS B (5 -S

. OME Chunches -0
Catholic Almuanac of | ovrensiaces X’ Thonsd
Catholic Activities in
America as the man

nanxtan UG

NoRThH i
who first brought NoRUAY i
Christianity — Roman ; e
Catholicism —to the || |
shores of the new { cenTRAL !
world. As number ,,oqw,gy ¥
two the Almunac lists
Eiric, Bishop of
Greenland. By an é"'_‘)gtssfo

ironical fate. Roman
Catholics in Norway
today form a small

b
minority in u Kking-
dom that is othcially
Protestant lutheran, a minority, however. that is steadily
and quietly giining strength, enjoying gencral respect and to
a great extent sympathy from non-Catholics. The number of
intellectuals—with Sigrid Undset as the ontstanding example—
who lately have found their way back to the Mother Church,
has not left the Norwegian nation unimpressed.

Christianity came to Norway when one of her kings, Olav 1
(Trygveson), made the first, not very effective, attempts at
Christianizing his countrymen. Christianity came to slay
after another king, Olav II (Haraldson), had given his life
for the sake of Christ in a fight against pagan forces. Afier
his martyr death (1030), his former unpopularity gave way
to great admiration and he was soon generally considered the
patron saint of Norway. The cult of St. Olav spread through-
out all Scandinavia to the Baltic shores of IFinland, Esthonia,
Germany and England, although he was never officially canon-
ized by Rome. His name, never forgotien in Norway, is in-
scribed on onc of the pillars in the Church of the Holy
Sepulcher in Jerusalem.

“Protestantism came to Norway when the Country was at
the lowest point of its political history, a mere province of
Denmark. Nevertheless, King Christian 111, of Denmark, had
difficulties in bringing Lutheranism to Norway. Since these
remote times the religious climate of Norway has gone
through many changes. Today although all medieval churches
are in Lutheran hands, the Roman Catholic Church is legally
permitted to perform its functions and Catholic visitors lo
Norway need not have the slightest fear of meeting any form
of hostility. They are more likely to be surprised by the

fr'iendly attitude toward the Church that once embraced all
Norsemen,

In OSLO, qu\vay’§ capital and largest city. at the head of
\?‘eauniul 05]0‘}0“‘, 1s the small but well-situated Catholic
Cathedral of St. Olav (see aerial \'iCW) grouped with the

Catholics — 5,060
Feast Day — July 29

Bishop's residence. St. Joseph's Institute, and tiyr Lady,
Hospital at the foot of Akersveien. Nearby stands Qlg r\l::
Church, traditionally built in part by St. Olav. Further Sou:}:
runs Karl Johansgate with the Royal Palace, l’ar]iamem
buildings and University, etc., while down by (he harhgy
medieval Akerhus Castle Tooks across at the very heauliful
and modern Town Hall which bears aloft on its seawarq face
a statue of Oslo’s patron, St. Hallvard.  Across by ferry 5
Bygddy is the famous ouldoor Folk Museum, with .. mcdi-evm
Stave Church (see illus.y, as well as other muscuins housing
Viking Boats, “Fram” of polar exploration fame and the ryjy
“Kon-tiki” that crossed the Pacific. Holmenkollen, with jis
line restaurant and the infernational Ski Jump. us well g6
I"rognerseter Hill both provide extensive and heauriful Pane-
rama.

KRISTIANSAND (Catholic Church*) lies at ihe mouth
of the Setesdal, a picturesque valley famed for s folk-ag
and costumes. Nearcr Oslo the road passes near TONSBERC
(CC), oldest town in Norway, with medieval ruin-

In STAVANGER (CC), gatewayv (o Norway and her
fourth largest city, is the medieval Cathedral of Si0 Swithin
{Norman and Gothic) with good stained glass; and there are
scenic excursions to ncarby Lysefjord and the other Ryivlke-
Mjords.

Farther up the West coast from Stavanger lies BERGEN
(CC), Norway's second lurgest city and once her capital.
The Hansa merchants’ medieval church, St. Mary's. suill pre-
serves its statue of “Our Lady of Bergen™ above the altar.
Nearby is the Haakonshalle or royal banqueting hall, while
IHansa houses form a museum on the Bryggen quav. Nearby
excursions lead to Fantoft Stave Church, Fana Chuich (me-
dieval pilgrimage center) and Lysekloster (ruins of Norway's

* (CC means: has Catholic Church.

Aerial View of Oslo
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first Cistercian mon-
astery). Also acces-
sible are Mt. Floyen
(view), and the
dwellings of Grieg,
the composer, and
Ole Bull. the violin-
ist, while there are
spectacular excursions
to and on the Hard-
angerfjord and Sogne-
fjord. The Oslo-Ber-
gen Railroad, world-
famous for its moun-
tain scenery, is a
masterpicce of engi-
neering.

From Oslo rail or
road leads north to
_ HAMAR (CC). with

Trondheim Cathedral s ruined  Cathedral

of  St. Toriinn. on

peautiful Lake Mjosa, the largest lake in Norway, around
which spread smiling farms and historic estates. North he-
vond the lake lies LILLEHAMMUER (Catholic Church
i)lanncd). a tourist center, with its famous Sandvig Col-
fections—an outdoor museum which includes the enrliest
known wooden church—while nearhy is the house (museum
in preparalion) of Sigrid Undset, world-renowned Norwegian
Cathotic novelist. Rail and road now lead up the great Gud-
brandsdal Valley (the scene of Sigrid Undset’s “Kristin Lav-
ransdatter”, wonderful Nobel prize novel about medieval
Norway) and over the Dovre highlands, fellowing the old
Pilgrims’ Way to St. Olav’s Shrine at Trondheim. Side roads
lead to the Jotunheim, Rondane and Trollheim mountains
(chimhing facilities) as well as to various picturesque side
villeys which in turn lead west to the [jords. One of these
can be followed in summer to SELJE. off which is Scloy.
On this isle is the Cave of St. Sunniva (the Irish princess who
escaped @ pagan marriage by voyaging here to hecome a
hermil), below which are the ruins of a Benedictine monastery.

TRONDHEIM (CC), Norway's third largest ¢ity was once
a royal residence and the seat of Norway's Archbishop. ltx
beautiful Cathedral (see illus.). built over St. Olav Harald-
sson’s relics and an international center of pre-Refurmation
pilgrimage is the largest in Norway. The interior view up
through the restored choir to the famous Octagon or High
Choir with its gorgeous stone screen, shows us onc of the mos
ht‘il'uliful examples of Gothic art anywhere. St. Olav’s costly
shrine was taken to Copenhagen after the Reformation and
the Saint’s body buried in an unknown place. We ure assured.
however, by Bishop Rith, Vicar Aposlolic of Central Norway.
'{m these relics are now buried almost certainly under the
(_:nhcdrul itself. though the exact spot is still unknown.
SLOav's Well. the healing spring that arose heside his burial
|’|11C_u. still remains under the Altar. within the Octagon.
Seside the Cathedral stands the picturesque medieval palace
of the Archbishops, now a muscum of church history. Near
this palace s tiny St. Olav’s Catholic Cathedral of Central
“Orway which seats only 100. Also in or about Trondheim
¢ the old Town Hall (once a former church of St. Olav),

Munkholm (the remains of a Cistercian monastery), and
“Sverreshorg” (an interesting outdoor museum).

About sixty miles up Trondheimfjord, past fine scenery and
picturesque villages, is STIKLESTAD and the battleficld
where St. Olav Haraldsson was killed in 1030. On the spot
where he fell stands a medieval church, while nearby stands
a small modern Catholic Pilgrimage Chapel; and a Catholic
Pilgrimage (by bus from Trondheim) comes here yearly on
the Sunday after July 29 (v. Roman Martyrology).

A regular boat-service leads from Trondheim to North
Cape and the Land of the Midnight Sun. It soon enters the
Apostolic Vicariate of North Norway, most of which lies
above the Arctic Circle, and whose bishop resides at Tromso.
Like Central Norwuy, it lost its small churches through the
1945 German “scorched earth policy” and is having to re-
place these with new hospital chapels, etc., as at Hammer-
fest (CC~—see illus.).

A famous individual specialty of Norwegian medieval archi-
tecture is the wouden stave church, a centralized building.
generally small but tall and slightly oriental in aspect. which
is hung together (some think by shipbuilders) on supporting
masts extending from roof to ground, and decorated with
Norwegian motifs, some of which remind one to some extent
of medicval Irish art. Besides one in Oslo at Bygddy Museum,
there are fortunately many others preserved to us. all wit-
nessing to Norwav's glorious Catholic past.

Leaflet giving .ddresses of all churches in Norway and
Mass times available at Chancery Offices. Akersveien 3, Oslo,
Norway, larger Hotels, and Travel Bureaus.

The Norwegian Informalion Service with main office at .
3516 Massachusetts Avenue. N.W., Washington 7. D. C., and
New York office at NORWAY HOUSE, 290 Madison Avenue,
New York 17, N Y., will gladly give travel information
and will also forwurd sclected articles and pamphlets. It
recommends:

Norway Vear Book, available at Thyra Fjellanger's Book-
store, 6005 Sth Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. $1.00.

Norway Today. Dreyers Forlag, Oslo. 1951, Trunslated
into English by Fiirst Akerr.

Interior of the chapel in the new hospital at Hammerfest
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“Catholic Sweden”

Population — 6,986,180
Patron — St. Bridget

EN 830 a. b, St
Ansgar made the
first foundation of
Christianity in  Swe-
den at Birka (sec il-
lus.) near present-day
Stockholm. S, Sig-
v frid baptized King
= L Olof  Skétkonung  in
f 1008. The work of
StoLskil, St David

ARCTIC
. . GRcLe
CATHOLIC €4 weDRAL B
T CATIOIC PARISHS - o
CHAPTL m.iii PRIEXT. ¢
CHAPTL witi-iir PRipyr. g

sboeguary

S and St. Staffan also
e '
helped bring ubout
- i . N
. L the conversion of (he
Lo Swedes but the mur-
tvrdom of King St
Erik and the estal-

lishment of his shrine
at Lppsala completed
the work,

At the end of the Middl. Ages, Sweden had been Juined
with Norwav and the two countries were ruled by the Dunish
crown. The Swedes resisted (he Danish rule and sporadic up-
risings under Engelbrekt and the two Sten Siures prepared
the way for the great independence movement under (us-
tavus Vasa in the early 1500's. He also brought the Lutheran
Reformatiun to the Swedes and Lutheranism was thus con-
nected with patriotism and this concept has permeated Swedish
religious liic 1o (he present. Catholic Swedes although dis-
agreeing with the religious Policy of Gustavus Vasy honor
him as the Liberalor and Founder of madern Sweden,

Sweden jissesses many fine survivals. al| now Lutheran.
from her C.itholic past and the modern fraveler nuy see
them side Ly side with the maodern buildings of today.

Malmé, pposite Copenhagen, has modern  Catholic
church, Nearby Lund was i medicval times the Dunish
Archepiscopal See and later the Seat of (he “Primale of
Scandinaviz™ Tt has 4 Romunesque Cathedral, as well as 2
modern Catliolic school for boys (Dominican) with chapel.
From Lund we can visit the many beautiful Scanian Manor
Houses, while at Ystad on the Baltjc are the remains of a
Franciscan Monastery (1267).

Up Sweden's west coast is Gothenburg, her sccond largest
city and chief scaport. Christ the King Church (sce illus.)
is the largesi Catholic Church in Sweden today. Northeast of
Gothenburg .ind lying between Lakes Viner and Vitter is
Skara, the center of Vistergitland, a province rich in me-
dieval antiquiiies. 1q was the first bishopric in Sweden
and its 13th-14(h Century Cathedral is noteworthy. This once
contained a I'horp from the Crown of Thorns, in honor of
which St. Brynholf Algotsson, Bishop of Skara (1278-1317)
wrote an office, Varnhem has a magnificent 13th Century
Church whic), contains the tomb of the great Swedish states-
man of the Middle Ages, Birger Jarl. At Skovde the local
patron was 1he Holy Elin who, wrongly accused of murder,

Catholics — 19,000
Feast Day — October 8

wis martyred by her enemices on her relurn fron 4 pilgfima
to the Holy Land. Husaby has « fine 11q)) Century Chursu
near the spring in which St Sigfrid baptize Ning 0 f ch

G . . . L oL, f
Christian King of Sweden in 1008 King Olor, wipy his QuerS[
Estrid, is buried according to tradition in Husuby Churchya:i]n

(St. Sigfrid is supposed to lie at far off Viaxji iy Smalang ;
the modern Cathedral which succeeds an 1th
Church traditionally built on 4 site revealed ) the Saint,)

Un the eastern j<horc of .hcuullf};l Lake \:Hl_rr and gy the
south end of the Omberg hill are found the ruing of the Cis.
tercian Alvastra Kloster. the oldest recorded monastie found.
tion in Sweden {c. 1140). Beautiful Vadstena g chiefly
famaus for the medjeval bluish-stone “Cloister Chureh? which
together with the restored. adjacent Convenn formeq the
mother-house of the Brigittine Order founde( by St Bridge
or Birgitta of Sweden (¢, 1303-1373; Roman .\lurlyrology;
July 23, Oct. 7 and 3; Roman Missal and Breviary: Oct, 8,
Her daughter was St Catherine or Karin of Sweden (Romap
Martyrology: March 24). St Bridget was gy At Finsty,
north of Stockholm. hut passed her holy, wnarried life o
Ulfasa, near Vadstena.  As a widow, she Spent twenty-gpe
ascetic years at Rome working for the contivination of Ner
new Order. Three vears later she dicd on returnmy from
pilgrimage (o Jerusalem. and Was canonized by b, Pope in
L391 Tt was St. Catherine who actually staried (e convent
at Vadstena and brought her mother's relics irom Rome.
It is said that the relics of St Bridget and S¢ Calierine siill
lic in a Shrine preserved in the crypt of this churd whese plan
was revealed to Si. Bridget (see illus.). In the chorel also s
the fumous statue of the Blessed Virgin called “our Lovely
Lady of Vadstena™, Nearby stands the humbl. present-day
convent of the Brigittine Nuns with its Cathali, Chapel and
resident Chaplain,

To the East is Skiinninge with the Lath Cemury Studskyrka
tchureh) and the excavated remains of St. Marin's Charch
and Convent. This, the first Dominican Convent in 5\\'('(&‘“
wits founded by Sp. Ingrid in 1281 after she hod heen wile,
widow and pilgrim. At Linkoping, Nicholas Cardinal Brake:

Cenyy

Vadstena—Shrine of St. Bridget in the convent ¢h

Vadstena
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Annual pilgrimage to Birka, Bjirks, where St. Ansgar
Ianded, 829

greare (larer Pope Adrian IV held the 12th Century Dicl
which regulated church matters in Sweden. Later the Jearned
ascetic, St. Nils Hermansson, who was St. Bridget's suppurter,
hecame Bishop here. It possesses a fine medicval cathedral.
Stockholm, Sweden's capital and largest city is built on
islands and on cither shore of the short stream which con-
nects Lake Malar with the Baltic Sea. It was founded circa
1260 by Birger Jarl on the midstream islands and in this sce-
tion called Staden are found its Catholic remains—Stor-
kyrkan (St. Nicholas Church, now the Lutheran Cathedral
and Coronation Church) and Riddarholm Church (originally
Franciscan, now the Reoyal Mausoleum). Here also are the
Roval Palace, House of Parliament. and many fine, old Renais-
sance houses and picturesque alleys. North and south stretehes
present day Stockholm with its modern architeclure (e. g..
the very famous and beautiful City Hall) and brilliant shop-
png district, while a novel view of old and new is seen on a
local boat excursion “under the bridges”. We can also visit
the National Historical Museum with its medieval section.
N‘l}nscn, the famous outdoor museum of ancient and typical
buildings from all over Sweden and the home and garden
muscum of the world famous sculptor, Carl Milles. There are
“Xcursions east among the picturesque islands of the Archi-
belago, and west on beautiful Lake Malar (e.g., 1o the St.
:}“Sgﬂr Mox‘lument on Bjorko). The first present-day Catholic
‘F]‘L:Kh In Stockholm, small St. Eugenia’s, was built in 1837.
i"' l‘;]ri’;“”," it looks like a private mansion and it \\’nS.(lCSI‘gI.IC(f
p"*CutF]i]m-wr' hecause of Swedls]? law. Nexl to St. I:,.n.k’s
\(hﬂnclt 'r.ll 15 4 busy center of diocesan and parish activity
Norther'\f r:clory, schO(‘)ls,'clc. ' . '
Sigtung \:J rl.uckh'olm lie its !ﬂC(ile\'ﬂ' Prcdcccssor, idyltic
capital ’of”; 'llS plctulresque ruins. unq Uppsala, 'lhc formt?r
Cathedpg] 'l‘“l“lc?! with an impressive red ‘hn_ck Gothic
161l Ccmu(r ’J’li}]]-l')th Centuries). East of the Choir stands i
"atron of S)'t] rne containing the relics of King St. Erik 1?\,
who rtigncd“F( en (Roman Martyrology‘: Ma.y 18). St. Erik,
rom 1155 (o 1160. was killed in the streets of

old Uppsala while returning from Mass by a Danish nobleman,
Uppsala also contains the medieval university (with largely
medern buildings), a Catholic chapel in charge of the Jesuits
and the Castle built by Gustavius Vasa in which Queen Chris-
tina, the daughter of Gustavus Adolphus, and the founder uf
New Sweden, later Delaware, in America, abdicated in 16354
in order to become a Catholic. .

Visby, on the island of Gotland in the Baltic Sca, can be
reached daily from Stockholm. This romantic City of *‘Ruins
and Roses” was an important Hanseatic town in the Middle
Ages. Many of the medieval buildings still remain, including
the Cathedral and the ruins of ten churches. Outside the
city may be found almost one hundred medieval churches,
most of them intact and of outstanding architecture.

North of Stockholm there is a Catholic chapel at Ludvika
and in Dalarna. which is considered the most typical Swedish
province, one finds many evidences of the religious spirit of
the people. Its independent peasantry were Gustavus Vasa's
first helpers towurd Swedish independence although they op-
posed his religions innovations with force, The village
churches with gaily painted interiors give the visitor an idea
of what Catholic churches were like in the North before the
Reformation. The most northerly Catholic parish is located
in Sundsvall.

The new churches and chapels being built in Sweden taday
reflect the austerity of the Catholic Church in Sweden and
offer a contrast for the traveler to the pageantry of the
Middle Ages.

SWEDEN
St. Erik’s Cathedral and Chancery Office
Katolska Biskopsimbetet, (otgatan 33 A, Stockholn 58.
Telephone: Sckretariat: 40 61 82
St. Eugenia Church — Stockholm C,
N Smedjegatan 24 . . . Kvrkom
Telephone 21 33 03

The American-Swedish News Exchange. Inc., reconmunends
that you read the hooklet entitled:

The Making of Sweden, by Allan Kastrup. Price 60c. in-
cluding postage. 128 pp. with illustrations. Olitainable
from the American Swedish Exchange. 630 Fifth Avenue.
New York 20, N. Y. 1933,

Sweden: Model for a World, by Hudson Strode. 371 pp.
Harcourt, Brace & Co., New York. 1949. Price, $5.00.

Also recommended:

The Blue Guides—Sweden. Edited by 1.. Russell Muirhead.

Rand McNally & Co., 1952.
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Trondheim: Coadjutor Bishop
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General Reading on Scandinavia

The Challenge of Scandinavia, by William L.

Shirer, 7.
Brown & Co., 1954, $3.00. Lmlf,

Freedom und Weljure: Social Patterns in the Northery C
tries (sponsored hy the Ministries of Social Mfanrg of L‘;un.
mark, Finland, Norway and Sweden). Breniang or § en.
ner’s. $6.50. Crily.

All the Best in Scandinavia, by Sidney Clark. Dodg M
& Co., New York, 1949. $4.00. fad

Denmark and Findand and [celand and Norwayv ang Sweq
The Nagel Travel Guide Series, Editor: Gillert R M;n.
tineau. Nagel Publishers, 1953, "

Scandinguia : Denmark, Finlund, Iceland, !\"ur:;-uy, S'u'-'eden
edited by Dore Ogrizck. World in Color Seiies, McGryy,
Hill Book Co., Inc.. 1952

Cue Mugasine, February 19, 1955, special tray el
Scandinavia, outlines places of interest ang
n,

section gy

hotels 1 stay
restaurants to visit, and where to shop during five tlays

each in Denmark, Norway and Sweden,

BISHOPS OF SCANDINAVIY
Bishop Suhr, Copenbagen; Bishop Mangers Oslo;

200 CERS

Bishop Run,
Nelson, Stockholm, Bishop
12 are Bishops Mucller of Stockholny,
vand Gunnarsson of Revkjavik,

wWember, ‘I'romso. Missin
Coblien of Helsink

Christ the King Church, Gothenburg, Sw

eden Stave Charch, Oslo, Norway

Cu-ordinator of the VISIT SCANDINAVIA Supplement is John Dwight.
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CONTINUATION OF NEWS FROM SWEDEN

Carme] de Notre Dame
Gand, September, 1954

“ADAMl':y ..
"o extend the Kingdom of God and for the glory of The

(e Flower of Lisieux we appeal to your generosity con-
L ing our foundation of a Carmel in Sweden for which we
(erll peen soliciting the past two years.

E)Uf late beloved Queen Astrid truly showed us what mag-
ificent possibilities a Sw;dish soul may possess. But alas,
hese possihilitics are buried deeper than ever before under
|th e\-er-increasing. materialistic culture of that poor country.

However, the Bishopric in Sweden thinks the moment has
ome for 2 contemplative Order to make a foundation and
selcomes 2 little Carmel which would radiate the doctrine
- f love of little St. Thérése: her new message. her “little
) the Evangelic message that God is Love, and that love
.« the only thing which counts!

Sp we ask you lo help us, and the least little mite will
pestow upon you a smile from The Little Flower. And we
want to remind you that our holy mother St. Teresa of Avila
pas said that whocever helps to make a foundation. bona fide,
will secure for himself eternal salvation and can always count
on the incffable Divine Mercy at the moment of death.

A house has been purchased but not entirely paid for.

It is located in Huddinge just south of Stockholm. By a
gift of $200 the donor may. become founder of a cell and
participant in perpetuity, for himself and his descendants,
in the merits of the Sister who will occupy this cell. Similarly,
the gift of an altar will make the donor participant in all
the Masses that will be celebrated there. But we need every-
thing: a Chapel, a kitchen, a laundry, garden-equipments,
etc., etc.

Begging humbly for your aid we deeply thank you for
any least little gift, assuring you of our fervent prayers for
your intentions.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
THE MOTHER PRIORESS
and the Discalced Carmelite Sisturs,
9, rue des Thérésiennes,
Ghent, Belgium.
Please make any check payable to:
the Discalced Carmelite Sisters of Ghent.

Swedish Convert

The Marquise Maria-Christine de Misturs, daughter of the
Swedish writer Gustav Siosteen, has been received into the
Church. She was baptized, confirmed and made her first
Holy Communion in St. Pcter’'s—From Catholic 1{erald,

September 23 (England),

-

News from Denmark

... "We are nine Sisters from all differcnt nations. At
the beginning of the new year four postulants are coming
from Holland, and we have no more room in our small chapel.
We are just about to enlarge the chapel—five meters longer,
one meter higher. We Sisters cannot help much with the work.

“We have been in Denmark since 1920. Our motherhouse,
‘Porta coeli’ near Briinn in Moravia. Czechoslovakia. has been
“uppressed since 1950, The Sisters have been secularized
and dispersed throughout the country. We wanted to bring
them all up here to Denmark. but the borders are closed.

“Our little canvent, Allerslev, lies twelve kilometers south
of Rpskil(le. There, at one time. there was a larze convent
of Cistercian nuns. The King's daughters were its abbesses.
The Reformation swept this monastery away with all the
others, Tts name—'Claustrum S. Ord. Cist. BM.V. Dominac

Nostrae' has passed over to us, although we are ordinarily
called: AMlerslev Kloster per Lejre.

“Our convent, Allersley, lies in a completely Protestant
district, but everyone, especially the neighbors, is very good
to us. As to conversions, not many are to be recorded. Most
of the people say: ‘We are content to remain as we are.
But all are very good to us.

“faast year the Danish secular clergy celebrated St. Ber-
nard’s Feast with much solemnity. There is even a biography
of St. Bernard in Danish.”

Devotedly yours in Christ,
Sister M. ROBERTA,
S. Ord. Cist. Prioruss,
Allerslev Kloster per Lejre,
Denmark.

i
e a

Danish Author, Joergensen, Left Bitterness
of Atheism

By REv. Jounx B. EBEL )
(One of a Series on Noted Converts to the Catholic Church)

J()I:A‘\NES Joergensen, Danish author-convert, states sim-
irs:)_ )t’h:‘h]{ he became a Catholic. “It was for two reasons:
secong. homan Church has existed from the 'bcmnnmg e
Mo d'ee 1“5 always been pers.ecu_ted.” What impressed hl.m
"’embersptg WJ? lha_t thF sub]cctgon of the Church and its

persecution in all periods of the world’s history

springs fundamentally from its identification with Jesus Christ,

The Church is Christ present in the world, and “its actions’

are Christ’s actions; its words are Christ’s words: its obedi-

ence is Christ’s obedience.” He saw the world’s hatred for

the Church as simply an expression of its hatred for Christ.
Paradoxically, and by his own acknowledgment Joergensen’s

‘““SCANDINAVIA PLEADS FOR MASS STIPENDS”
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conversion began with hate, not love. What he hated was the
sham of so-called liberal and atheistic emancipation. “Evil as
1 was,” he writes in his Autobiograpky, 1 could be ap-
proached on the side of hate, but not of love. My conversion
began with my hating. I could not love anyone but myseli.”
The bitterness and sorrows of life pressed upon him, as he
described in his poem “Confiteor,” where he speaks of him-
self as one cmerging from “an infernal thickct that never
ended—where I wept from torment and sorrow . . . till my
soul turned to the light, till I knelt to pray.” This “infernal
thicket” was the world of atheism and crass materialism, witk
ils attendant inoral morass, which was all the new intellectual
movement h.d to offer Denmark at that time.

Joergensen has to his credit 12 volumes of pocms. 13 novels
and collections of stories, 40 volumes of hiographies, travel
studies, critivism, and miscellaneous works. and an autohiog-
raphy in seven volumes. There were 55 translations of his
works into forcign languages by 1924, He himself translated
many works of other authors into Danish.

Born in 1870 of pious Lutheran parents in a village not far
from Copenhagen, Joergensen at 16 was sent to the capital
city for his sccondary education. His physical appearance wus
anything but comely, and called forth taunts and ridicule from
his schoolmates. This added to his homesickness, was the be-
ginning of a rvhellious and pessimistic view of life that event-
ually led him into radical company.

During and following his university days, largely under the
influence of the German philosopher Hacckel. Joergensen
drifted into dispiriting atheism. In the mcantime, however.
he became a newspaper man of renown. first in Copenhagen
His first hook. a volume of
poetry, appeared in 1887, and in 1893 he became editor of
the Tower, a review of literature and art.

The turning point of Joergensen's life came in the spring
of 1894 when he met Mogens Ballin. A friend of university
days, Ballin was a Jew who had since been converted to the
Catholic Church. In 1913 Ballin gave to Juergensen a worn
copy of the Imitation of Christ. On the flyleaf was writien:
“This book w.s given to me in Paris in 1892. I read it. It
converted me.” He quoted to Joergensen from the I'mitation:
“What doth it profit a man if he gain the world and suffer the
loss of his soul He that followeth Me walketh not in dark-
ness. It is vunity to follow the desires of the flush. Vanity
it is to wish ior a long life and 10 1ake but Litle heed about
a good life.”

A new chapter in the history of Catholicity in Denmark
begins with [1.:llin. Constitutional law established rcligious
freedom in Denmark only in 1849. From that time the Cath-
olic Church slowly added to her adherents in the nation
through conversions. But the conversions were cither of he-
lieving Lutherans, mostly ministers, or of members of the
nobility who hud come into contact with the Catholic Church
on their continental travels. Ballin, however. threw a bridge
across from the Danish intelligentsia to the Catholic Church.
On January 6. 1893, Ballin was baptized in Florence, Taly,

““PRAY FOR

by Bishop Donati and took the name Francesco.

It was a slow process for Joergensen to pass from athe;
lo Christian. After thinking for years on the great (Tuthg st
the Church, as proposed by Ballin, he started an inge

: N .. N$iy

study of the dogmas of Catholicity. Once set tuing h\.e
thought process did not stop until he had rcached (e lo'giclsl
a

goal of all Christian thinking. The thought came 1y him
says, that “not the Scriptures, not the Bible, but Cummypj,,
with Christ is salvation. And what is communion with Chri~n
but the Church? Surrender yourself to Christ, that i3, 1o con:f
munion with Christ and vou will understand the .Scripn”cS
1f you are in communion with Him, cverything else Wili
hecome clear.”

Joergensen went to ltaly in 1894 with his fricng Ballin
Although not yet haptized a Cuatholic, he attended Masg Tegu:
larly and followed the scrvices with the aid of a prayerbgol
given him hy Verkade, another Catholic associate.  Thye,
months speat in the company of Mogens Ballin, Tudre Felice,
pastor of a small church in the mountains; and Professor Pep.
nacchi of a Catholic university in Rome led Juergensen g
the threshold of the Catholic Church. At this time he foupg
in the Messenger of the Sacred Heart, published in the U, S,
words that made a deep impression on him, and 2 deeper
impression in Enghish than in any other language: “In the
building up of the spiritual cdifice to the honor amd glory of
God, my soul must meckly rest in everyvthing on God with
an utter distrust of itself and unbounded confidence in Him.”
These words were decisive in his life.

Joergensen gained his knowledge of Catholic doyma from
Riva’s Filotea, a handbook widely used in Italy. which gave
simple explanations of the doctrines of the Church  Svon he
hegan to feel the sweetness of surrender, and on I'chruary 16.
1596, he made his first Confession in the Church of the Sacred
Heart in Florence. 1 made the vow that day,” |oergensen
said later, “to live and die in the holy Catholic Faith. so help
me God and His holy Gospel. T have kept my vaw to this
day and would gladly make it again. and hope only (v renew
it on my deathbed Tace to face with cternity 2 On
March 15, 1896. Laetare Sunday. he received Haolv Com-
munion for the first time.

One of the most prominent converts of his day, Joergzensen
paved the way for many conversions among his countrymen.
especially the youth.

lhﬁ

(See illustration page 3)

45 East 7sth Streel
New York 21, N. Y-
DEAR SIR: .
Thanks for the box of stamps which arrived today. h
there is any room in the BULLETIN to repeal my resuest for
stamps, please do so. It was most lucrative.
I am overjoyed at the two heautiful chalices you restored.
They will gladden the heart of Father PPauli at Auarhus.
Gratefully in Corde Jesu,
A S Waans, SJ
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News From Norway

Quotation from Pater Thorn's Speech at Norwegian
Festival in Sweden

. Nurway is, as you know, a predominantly Lutheran
,bnlr)'v with about only four thousand Catholics in a popula-
-‘iLoﬂ of three and an cighth millions. The Lutheran Church of

g \orway has inherited important parts of the Christian revela-

_ ;ion- But at the same time, it cannot be denied that some

{ ,ner important parts of l}}e Christian revelations have been
st or at least neglectcgl since the Lutheran Reformation. I
qention the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the Presence of the
GlcsSCd Sacrament in our churches, the devotion to Our Lady.
fhe lack of a living authority in matters of doctrine and
qorals is also very strongly felt even by non-Catholics. In
e practical life of the Church, a very important element is
weglected or misunderstood: the Religious Life. There are no
nger Cistercians or other monks in Norway. This idcal of a
jife of prayer and total sacrifice in the service of God and
mankind 1s one of the great Christian values we wish to give
mck to the youth of Norway.

In our apostolic work in Norway we don’t wish 1o attack
sther Christians, but tv preach to all our countrymen what
we believe to be the true and full Christian Revelation. At
the same time we try to remove the errors which are still

MARIE M. MERKERT

Miss Marie M. Merkert of 830 Feninore Street, Brooklyn,
wod West Dummerston, Vermont, died on Saturday, July 30,
A Peck Memorial Hospital, Brooklyn, after a brief iilness.

Miss Merkert, who was chairman of the music department
af Prospect Heights High School, Brooklyn, formerly called
tirls” Commercial High School, will be especially remembered
by the many girls whose music carcers she inspired. Miss
Merkert began teaching in P. S, 19, Brooklyn. She became
wne ui the hest-known and most-beloved teachers in the New
York City public schuol system, For 20 years she served
93 leader in public school music activitics,

_ Her charituble endeavors were endless and included activ-
ies in the Catholic Teachers’ Association of the Diocese of
Brooklyn, the Catholic Interracial movement, St. Ansgar’s
Leagu(‘, of which she was Vice President, and the Anthonian
Hall for the Bling. She also assisted in the missionary work
nf '(hc Sisters of the Blessed Sacrament, the community of
“hich her sister is a Religious.

; _5he was an accomplished organist and singer and gave un-
'nngly of her talents, especially to the Church of the Trans-
"Ruration, Brooklyn.

Sl“[)*e Sqlcmn Reguiem Mass was offered \VC(]I]CS(]'H)’ in

- I'rancis of Assisi Church, Brooklyn. Burial was in St.
¢hn's Cemetery.

Wi:(lli) Ansgar’s League, over many ycars, bencfited by her
m and counsel.
Dr:‘rl::-;SUdd?n death leaves a void which it i; difficult 10 com-
- We pray that her soul may rest in peace.

held by so many Norwegians about the Catholic Faith. We
don’t wish to do this in a negative spirit of controversy, hut
because we consider that any Christian from whatever de-
nominations he may he must rejoice in the progress of truth.
No Christian Community can defend its position by main-
taining a false conception of another community. It is hy
such a better mutual understanding between Christians that
we can prepare the restoration of the Christian Unity. 1t is
therciore by preaching the truth and by living an authentic
Christian life that we wish the Catholic Church to progress
in Norway.

One of the errors concerning the position of the Church in
Norway is that 979% of the population are Lutherans. This
is true in the way that statistics are true, namely, on the
paper. For among these 97% many are indifferent and many
have lost all faith in a Divine Revelation. 1t is to this in-
creasing number of modern pagans that the Catholic Church
has the right and the duty to preach the Gospel of Christ.
It is to this work of rechristianizing large group:s of the Nor-
wegian people that we appeal to you. It is for the Kingdom
of God we are working.

In Memoriam

JOHANNA PETTERSON

In 1914, four yecars after St. Ansgar's League was founded,
Marie Brataas, a young convert from Norway, became a
member.

A short time thereafter, her duughter was old enough tu be
enrolled and since that day, Johanna Petterson was a most
faithful member and worker for 34 years, und during the
more recent years as an ofheer,

Her Christian activitics were not confined to the League
but given frecly to muny other diocesan and parish organiza-
tions.

During her later vears, after her husband’s death and the
marriage of her daughter (Marie Baker of Uniondale, L. 1.).
Mrs. Petterson assisted Catholic Charities in the Archdiacese
of Brooklyn as a homeworker.

We now record, with decp sorrow, her death on Monday,
January 24, after a long illness.

We quote the following from “HIGHLIGHTS” — “The
workers and clients who had contact with this saintly woman
felt that she was the ideal homemaker. She brought more
than physical assistance to the home in trouble. The children
and parents in these homes reulized that a higher spirit moti-
vated her work., She was not a hireling. The homes she
visited were blessed by a Christian service by a Christian
woman,”

The members joined for the Rosary and assisted at the
Requiem Mass.

We shall all remember her in our prayers and look back
on her regular and faithful work in the St. Ansgar’s l.eague
as an inspiration to us all.

May her soul rest in peace.
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St. Ansgar's Mass Cards

] For many years St. Ansgar's League has piven : |
& “THE HoLy SacriFiCe y ¥ gar's Leagu given iy,
f OfF  THE mASS members and friends the opportunity to have the augys,
v ; +\\) +L e»: oreren oS Sacrifice of the Altar offered for their personal intentigyg
It FFE . .
é J PRIEST IN SCANDINAVIA and for their deceased friends.
: —/ FfOR
W.I. \T/ @ v e meovest o It has been our custom to forward the stipends to m.
% I)'l a" sionary priests in all the Scandinavian countrics and th;g
3 Rev. H. ) Anpeasen, 5. |, Crnpiain ha.s .been. a substantial contribution to the Su[?purt of those
t / ‘ R car o iamous Leaoue ministering to small and scattered congregations there,
[P

For your convenience we have prepared two cards

The smaller card, decorated with line drawings of saints

of the Scandinavian countries, is to be filled out by the

donor and may be given to the bereaved. The use of this

PLEASE OFFER card is optional, since its purpose is to give notification
THE HOLY SACR‘ FICE that a Mass will be offered. The larger card should be filled

out, folded and returned to St. Ansgar’s Scandinavian

OF THE
4+ 4 ‘ ' ,A S S Catholic League, 40 West 13th Street, New York 11, N. Y.

This large card filled out by you will be forwurded by us
R - g
FO u'LIVIng ------ Ol to Scandinavia.
| Deceased . . .. [
Special Intention [] We shall be glad to send any number of additional
AT THE REQUEST OF cards. Use a post card giving your name, address, and the

number of Mass Cards desired.

OFFERING ~

RETLIRN THIS FORM TO

ST. ANSQAR'S SCANDINAVIAN CATHOLIC LEAGUE St. Ansgar's Scandinavian Catholic League
40 WEST 13TH ST, NEW YORK, N. Y.

FOR FORWARDING TO SCANDINAVIA -2 40 West |3th Street, New York 11, N. Y.

Mail to:

Excerpts from Letters Received

From Bishop K. Ansgar Nelson, 0.S.B., of Sweden:

“Please accept my very best thanks for your generous check for Masses. They will be taken care of by our priests
living in the isolated country districts. Especially for these priests your generous allotment of Mass stipends means very
much indeed. I can assure you Mass stipends are always welcome. As our priests have a very small salary, they are in @
large measurc dependent on stipends from America. . . ."

From Bishop Cobben of Finland:

“The aposiolic interest your organization shows to the Church in Finland is deeply appreciated. We wani you to know
that your intentions are included in all the prayers, works and sacrifices of Finland's missionaries.”
From Bishop Jaec. Mangers of South Norway:

“I thank you very much for the Masses. 1 am always glad for the good work which is done by St. Ansgar’s S. c
League and 1 thank you very much for the help.”

From Bishop Johannes Riith of Trondheim:

“Would vou, please, be so kind and take a little thanksgiving in the St. Ansgar’s League’s BULLETIN that will be sent out
this year. 1 hope it will not be too late. Perhaps you can write as follows:

“‘On behalf of my priests and myself, I thank the St. Ansgar’s League heartily for all the Mass intentions you havé
sent us in the last year. This is every time a great and important help for our Vicariate. Might God bless our lyenefactors:
My priests and myself will readily promise to pray for all who help us in our poor and difficult situation.’”
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HE Faeroe (laroe) Islands are twenty-one chunks of

basalt which rise up from the North Atlantic between
Iceland and the coast of Norway. They are the highest parts,
and the only parts above watcr, of a huge submarine ridge
connecting Scotland with Iceland, the remnants of a deeply
eroded plateau which was formed by volcanic action during
the Tertiary age. Most of the Jand area is at an elevation of
between 1,000 and 2,500 feet and not suited for cultivation.
The climale is mild since Faeroe waters arc visited by a branch
of the Gulf Stream, but is wet and stormy. Rainfull reaches
60 inches or so annually. The mean temperature in June is
about 48 degrees. The land area is 540 square miles with a
population of thirty thousand. Ships leave Reykjavik twice
a month during the summer months and make the rough two-
day trip to Thorshavn, the capital of the Faeroes. There they
make a short stop and then continue on to Copenhagen passing
close to Unst, the most northern of the Shetland Islands, at
the end of the first day, sighting the Norwegian coast at the
end of the second day out and after sailing through the
Skagerrak and the Kattegat and slipping by the istand on
which Tycho Brahe resided, reach the lively port of Copen-
hagen at the end of the third day.

Besides carrying a few passengers, who may be either gov-
tmment officials, scientists studying the migration of fish, or
Geodetic Survey tcams trying to determine the exact location
of the Faeroe Islands, the ships on their return from Denmark
bring all the hutter, bacon, eggs. spirits, and most of Lhe
tdibles ysed by the Faeroese. IFish, whale meat, and mutton
re plentiful on the Faeroese tables. Potatoes, rhubarb, car-
T0ts and other root-crops are grown in small gardens. Cargo
Steamers from British and Scottish ports bring flour, wire. oil.
{ment, coal, and general merchandise. The little coal of
% heat content found in the more southern of the islands is
atdly enough for the needs of the Faeroese.

The first settlers were probably of Celtic origin and seem
"0 have been Irish hermits who were forced to leave the
Slands hecause of Viking sea marauders. There remains to
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The Faeroe Islands

By Rev. VincexT F. BEATTY, S.].

this day a Celtic place-name, Brandansvik, which means the
creek of St. Brendan. After the Irish were forced out in the
cighth century, the islands have been, in one way or another.
connected with Norway or Denmark and today they form a
county division or amt of Denmark. Although they have
their own parliament, called Logting (dating certainly from
the tenth century}, its powers are limited. Today the Faeroese
are a race of their own and have their own language which
is of Germanic origin. Although Danish has long been the
official language, the Faeroese tongue is gradually replacing
it in daily life.

In June of 1954, a team of four scientists, Rev. Edward 3.
Hauber, S.J., John Tormey, Benedict Frederick, and the
author, from Loyola College, Baltimore, spent three wecks in
the Islands mostly at the tiny (20 houses) hamlet of Lupra
on the Xsland of Sudero. This was the site selected for the
abservation of the total eclipse of the sun which was to take
place at this point at 12:27 P. M. on June 30. Although the
sky was completely overcast, photoelectric mcasurements were
made of the diminishing light caused by the moon moving in
front of the sun. This method has been perfected by I“ather
Francis J. Heyden. S.J., of Georgetown College Observatory,
who directed the establishment and operation of all 17 ob-
servation stations reaching i a chain from Canada to Iran.
The cntire expedition was under contract to the Geophysics
Research Directorate of the Air Force Combridge Rescarch
Center.

Among the 30.000 Faeroese there are only 30 Catholics and

most of these live in the capital, Thorshaven, a town of ap- -

proximately 5,000 people. Here is the only Catholic school
and it is under the dircction of the Franciscan Missionaries of
Mary. The group consists of 18 Sisters in a community of
international flavor, for the Superior is from Friesland and
Lhe other sisters are from Poland, England, Denmark. France,
and Holland. '

Of the 300 children in the school, there are only three Cath-
olics. The remainder are there because Sankti Frans Skuli is
regarded as offering the best education in the Islands. ‘There
are 25 little tots who hoard during the school year and in
the summer months there is a course in Domestic Science
for girls of high school age. The tuvition in the first grade is
5 kroner ($.70 in U. S. moncy) per month and in the seventh
grade is 9 kroner.

The Sisters arrived in 1931, two years after Cardinal Van
Rossum, enroute to Reykjavik to consecrate the first Vicar
Apostolic of Iceland, stopped at the islands and realized the

need of a Catholic mission there. Previous to this Catholic’

effort, a Jesuit. Father Bauer. followed by other members of
his Order, made a few converts during the period from 1857
to 1874. After they departed, the little Church in Thorshavn

was destroyed. Taday, there is a red wooden church connected

to the school building and convent. The present and only
priest in the Islands and chaplain to the Sisters is I’astor
Borla of the Diocese of Hafnia (Denmark).

( Continued on page 4)
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Report of New York Unit, September, {954 —July, 1955
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Members outing to the estate of Mrs, Tlader Harrvis,
Darien, Connecticut

HE first regular meeting of the League was held on

October 14, After a short business meeting the members
prepared the annual Burterin for mailing. In November.
the Rev. Johii €. Muadsen, Spiritual Director of the Hirrison
and Oshkosh. Nebraska Units, attended the meeting and
spoke to the members about his work in the Middle West.
At this meeling the New York Unit quite sadly wished God-
spred to Father Lambert Erkens who was leaving New York
for a new appointment in Huntington, West Virginia. Father
Erkens has heen a faithful member of St. Ansgar’s League
for over 29 vears and served as Chaplain and active member
from 1926 to 1955, 'The prayers and hest wishes of the mem-
bers go with him in his new work. The business meeting of
December 9 1ovk care of the arrangements for the annual
Christmas Pariv.

On January 13, 1935, the annual Christmas Puarty wus held
in the Rambusch Studios. About 83 people attended in spite
of the inclemnt weather which seems to be a tradition for
this Party. Entcrtainment was presented under the direction of
Mr. Albert Wosterberg, Popular songs were harmonized by a
group of youny ladics from Queens. A remarkuble voung magi-
cian, Mr. Warnsley. amazed cveryone with his feats of skill
and induced I'ather La Farge to he one of his willing viclims o
the delight of :ll. My, Charles Ellsworth, 1 member of the
League who lius heen studying in Sweden. showed slides of
scenes in Sweden and Finland. A speaker from the Norwegian
Tourist Burcau gave a short explanatory talk on what the
average tourist ~hould see in Norway today. Mr. Westerberg
brought the entertainment to a close with an amusing mono-
logue, “Maja and Ole,” about a couple in Telemark, Nor-
way. Refreshments of Scandinavian pastries and coffce were
served and the drawing for several attractive prizes took
D‘ﬂcf‘.. Guests il members present were winners of a gifl
certificate donated by Georg Jensen, a nine-pound smoked

turkey sent hy Father Madsen from Nebraska. a Danish

Christmas platc donated by Mrs. IFich, a basket of cheer from

H . ] A . . v
{eams a_“d Norwegian Holiday, a book on travel in Norway
rom Scribner's.

The February

busi and March Meetings were devoted to the
usmess of the |

«ague. including reports on Mass Stipends

“C*PRAY

with many grateful letters from the Bishops in ~vangdip
reports from Mr, John Dwight on the progress o5 the ijt‘cl’
on travel in Catholic Scandinavia, reports from the Sceretapy,
Miss Hedlund on correspondence from all over the U g ¢
information about the League and the Church i .\'r..ndina\:h

The fast offictal muecting of the yeur was held on April l‘4l
Elections were held and the following officers were -‘Jelccled
for the coming vear. by the Chairman of the Nomingyjy,
Committee, Mr. Edward Quinlan, assisted by Miss Viole
Olsen and Mr. Richard Zimmerman,

Q\"iu

for

Right Rev. Msgr. Edward Swanstrom ..

Spiritual Direcyy,
Rev. John La Farge, S.].

v . Director (l'! Program

Rev. Henry J. Andersen, S.J. ... .. ... .. .. Chaplaiy
Mr. Viggo F. E. Rambusch ... . Presiden

Vice President and Ass't Tregsuyrer
e . Correspondiny Sceretary
Treasyrer
- Recording Secretary
...... Ass’t Recording Secrr.tar’\-
I’ublicit:v

Mr. Albert Westerberg
Mrs. Charles Ptasinski
Miss Anne O'Connell .~ . . ... ...
Miss Mildred E. Mchren ... . ... .
Mr. John Dwight
Mr. Robhert Rambusch

After the business meeting two colored sound nlms from
the Norwegian Travel Burcau were shown.

Mitpren E. MEeHREN, Recording Secretary.

ST, ANSGAR'S LeEAcUE NEw York UNIT OUtiinag

On Saturday, May 14, 1955, ahout 45 members and friends
of the League procecded to the estate of our member. Mrs,
Tjader Harris, located on Long TIsland Sound, near Darien,
Conn., where we held an outdoor picnic. Mrs. Harris has
donated her estate to the Bishop of Bridgeport th be used as
the future home of the Brigittineg Order of the Mast Toly
Saviour. Mrs. Harris is awaiting the arrival of the st band
of the order to be sent from Casa Birgitta in Rome by the
present Mother Abbess Elizabeth, Maria Hessellibal

The day was sunny and warm. After an inspection of the
house, which is heing renovated for the Sisters with . Uloister
andd Chapel, we started our picnic on the beach, where Dacilities
were available for roasting hamburgers and hot dogs. Our
kind and generous hostess, Mrs. Harris, graciously donated the
frankfurters, beer. hot coffee and doughnuis and they proved
to be the most popular items of food and drink cven though
our picnickers had brought basket lunches with them. Need-
less to say. no one went hungry. Tt was 2 little 100 coul for
swimming but some went canoeing on the Sound. The children
of many of the members had a wonderful time playing ob
the spacious grounds ol the estate,

During the picnic. a few words of welcome were pgiven by
Mrs. Harris to which our President, Mr. Viggo Rambusch
responded, conveying to her our grateful appreciation “‘“‘l
wishing her every success in her project for the Brizittin®
Sisters. When the day was over, everyone felt that the outinf
had been a most successful one and that everyone had h:lt.‘ a
very fine tinte. Many hoped to be able to return soon to vistt
the Sisters. The League is indeed grateful to Mrs. Harns for
this invitation to her home and for all her kinducss to 0Uf
members.

FOR SCANDINAVIA™
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Book Reviews

merican Ecclesiastical Review, August, 1955 (Pages 140-142)

cOREN KIERKEGAARD AND CATHOLICISM, by H.
" Roos, S.J.; translated by Richard M. Brackett, S.J. The

Newman Press, 1954, $1.25. Pp. xx-62.

This translation by Father Brackett makes available in
English an interesting lecture given by FFather Heinrich Roos
1o the Kierkegaard Society in Copenhagen in 1952, As it is
characterized by the brevity demanded of its original lecture
form, this booklet admittedly does not explore all the aspects
of the problems that it examines; but it does outlinc in ad-
mirable fashion both Catholic and anti-Catholic tendencics in
gierkegaard. and presents a list of Calholic works in Kicrke-
gaard’s hibrary when it was auctioned olf after the author's
death.

Father Roos. realizing that Kierkegaard did not actually
pecome a Catholic, wisely abstains from exaggerating (he
Catholic tendencies of the famous Dane, taking, it would
sgem i much more conservative position than Father Erich
Przyvwara, who, in his Das Gekeimnis Kierkegaards, refers 1o
an “anonymous Catholicism™ in Kierkegaard.

The thinker’s cxperience with Catholicism wis  entirely
vicarious, since he had neither friends nor relatives of the
Faith: nor does it appear likely that he had anv familiarity
with St. Thomas or any of the great medieval Schalastics.
He was familiar, however, with he works of the Catholic
wriiers, Johann Adam Moéhler, a professor of theology
Munich and Tubingen, and Josef von Goérres, a prolessor ol
history at the University of Munich. Tt is quite true that
Kicrkegaard was openly antagonistic to the established Danish
Church. but whal is more significant in the Jight of his
influence in contemporary Protestantism is that he scems to
have been cextremcly critical of Irotestantism itself. On
March 30, 1855, he writes:

Protestantism, viewed from a Christian standpoint, is quite
stmply a fraud. a dishonesty which adulterates the feaching
ol Christianity. its perception of the world and life itself,
45 soon as it becomes a principle for Christianity, nat a
carrective for any particular time and place.

Earlier, in 1854 he had written: “Protestantism is quite un-
fenable. It is a revolt, occasioned by proclaiming the Apostle
(])”.UI) to the neglect of the Master (Christ).”
_Rierkegaard's criticism of Luther is at times severe. par-
Ucularly when he accuses the latter of confusion in initiating
A reform that has no room for asceticism; but his attitude is
"ot one of undiluted criticism, as he concedes a certain “cor-
eelive” value 1o Luther's work, and apparently used the
heresiarch’s Postille in Danish translation for devotional
Purposes. Father Roos suggests further that Kierkegaard’s
‘\’\F;Ii;(}smon to Lulhcrlis l'o be foun.(l prin‘mrily in his private
Ings, rather than in his more widcly circulated books.
fnu"'jrik(’ganfrd’s fundamemu! llqsl_ility to Cat]_)o_licism is to he
is idior: ﬂl undamental sub]cc'tms_m apd anu-m'lcllcctuall.sm.
that tht llerc seems to be quite Kantian. It will be realized
h"'ﬂclilcnl l(lld m’?dc the 'emstcnc;z of God a postulate of the
clus; a’ reason (‘prakttsc(tcn. Vernunft) rather than a con-
o1 of the “pure” or “thinking reason” (reinen Vernunft).

‘““SCANDINAVIA PLEADS FOR

In his Sickness Unto Death, Kierkegaard makes God's exist-
ence a “postulate” having no objective validity. To the Dane,
reason is not of the slightest use in the approach to faith.

This reviewer is not at all convinced that Kirkegaard was
ever actually close to Catholicism, however perceptive he was
in recognizing the weukness of Protestantism of his day.

It is of interest to American Catholics, in this day when
Spain is looked upon as the international villain in the mattcr
of religious freedom, that Father Roos, as a Jesuit, was pre-
vented from accepting an invitation in January, 1954, from
the theological faculty of the University or Osto to lecture on
Kierkegaard in Norway’s capital city., The infamous Article 2
of the Norwegian Constitution forbidding entry to Jesuits is
not an unenforced remnant of a more intolerant era. since the
ban was specifically upheld in Father Roos’s case by the
Norwegian Department of Justice. We are indebted to
Fuather Roos, and to translator, Father Brackett. for this
contribution to the literature on Soren Kierkegaard.

Rosert PAur Mouan, S5,
Catholic University of America,

CBC's “finest choice”

SAINT BRIDGET OF SWEDEN, by Johannes Jorgensen.
Longmans, Green. 2 vols. 310 pp., 354 pp. $3.50.
Through the yuurs since its inception in 1928, the Catholic

Book Club has been privileged to select as its hook-uf-the-

month the outstanding works of Dr. Johannes Jorgensen, re-

nowned Dunish poet and mystic. Among these publications
have becn the highly interesting account of Jorgensen's con-

version to Catholicism, entitled simply An dutobivgraphy .

(Longmans, Green. 1923) and the scholarly Life of St

Catherine of Siena {Longmans, Green. 1938). The author’s

world-famous biography of St. Franeis of Assisi had already

appeared in English translation in 1912,

The present magniticent work, offered as the CB(C's October
sclection (in a special one-volume edition for members only
at $4.230, has been felicitously translated by Mme. Ingeborg
Lund. The excellent quality of her transhition is in the fine
tradition of her carlicr rendition of most of Jirgensen’s works.
The reader will not be disappointed by this latest uttempt lo
recapture the main events of the stormy but coloriul 1-4th
century whose span comprises the life of St. Briduet of
Sweden.

The first volumce. covering the period 1303-1340. the
saint’s yeuars in Sweden, was written in the inspiring sur-
roundings of Bridget's original monastic foundation i Vad-
stena, by the “sleepless waters of Lake Vitern.” The sccond
volume, embracing the Saint's life in Rome (1349-1373), was
composed during the difficull days of the German occupuation
of Denmark and published originally in 1543.

Dr. Jorgensen has employed all the standard sources on the
life of la Samta Brigida and was aided immenscly by lsak
Collijn’s critical edition of the Process of Canonization, pub-
lished at Uppsala, 1924-31, In addition, the author enjoyed
the advantage of consulting the original Swedish manuscripts
of Bridget’s Rewclutions. Scholarly notes on the Reuvclutions
and the process of Bridget’s canonization, the two most valu-
able sources, are found in the appendix to the first volume.

MASS STIPENDS®
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Dr. Jutzensen has prefaced his biography of St. Bridget
with a shurt history of the Catholic Church in “the land most
northerly in the world.” The reader little acquainted with
the glorions Catholic past in the North—with the saintly
Kings Oluf of Norway, Erik of Sweden, Knud (Canute) of
Denmark. the apostles St. Henry of Finland and Ansgar, who
first brought the faith to Scandinavia—will find the account
most intcresting. The author’s purpese is to show that the
North plaved a vital part in the social Christianity of the
Middle Ages, when Europe was united:

. from Tceland to Sicily, from the Atlantic to the
Danube, there was a common faith, a common Church, a
common art . . . which our times have tried in vain to
replace by a miserable substitute.

A most faxcinating portrait of St. Bridget is presented in the
author’s imaginative and scholarly account of her life. We
often tend to regard St. Bridget as an automaton, favored
highly with God’s graces and numerous visions, with the most
important saints of heaven at her constant beck and call.
There is the tendency to look upon her as not a “popular”
saint, to consider her as an example for our admiration but
not especixlly for imitation,

Fortunatcly this fiction is destroyed in the present work.
The human qualities of the saint—her practicality (“she calls
a spade a ~pade’™), her utter devotedness as the mother of
cight children (among them the beautiful Karin, St. Catherine
of Sweden: her sympathy for sinners, her patience and firm
faith that despite all odds she would “see both Emperor and
Pope in Rome’—these traits become most appealing in
Jorgensen’s study.

Born in Finsta Gaard, east of Uppsala, “little Brita™ is
educated by her devout parents in the ways of God and at
an early age she comes to the realization of the primacy of
the supernatural. The reader will enjoy the pilgrimage to
Trondhenn and St. Olaf’s shrine, the journey of Bridget and
her hushand Ulf Gudmarsson to the shrine of St. James the
Apostle at Compostella and the frequent visits of the widow
Bridget and her daughter Catherine to the glorious shrines of
Italy. Finally, he will kneel with Bridget and Karin on Gol-
gotha, in th: solemn scene when the saint witnesses the crucl
Passion of Christ. All these descriptions are enhanced by
the author’s icrsonal reminiscences and by his profound Cath-
olic faith and simplicity.

The 14th century, so well described in the author’s Life of
St. Catherine, comes alive once again in the present study.
The flourishing court of King Magnus and Queen Blanca of
Sweden, the luxurious papal chambers at Avignon, the sump-
tuous palace of Queen Giovanna (Joan) of Naples, the half-
pagan, half-Christian Rome during the Holy Year of 1350—
all, like panorumic scenes in a cinemascopic production, are
painted vividly by the masterful strokes of the Danish artist.

Bridget spcaks sternly to kings and Popes and is not afraid.
She is “the Bride of Christ” the chosen instrument of God
“to lay the axe to the root of many an unfruitful tree.” The
g}'e.atest evil is the world itself: “there are always the two
Cities,” writes Jorgensen, “the two banners of Ignatius, always
that Either/Or which was Kierkegaard’s cross.” Indeed,
Bridget's age is not so far removed from our own and she is
“a saint for our times.”

1.\ word of cnut.ion must be added with regard to the Reve-
lations of Si. Bridget. Dr. Jorgensen never questions their

‘““JOIN ST.

veracity or authenticity nor is it his intention to do so,

reader may tend to assume as established fact that whig, N
only probable or even contrary to the common teaching of
theologians.

The Church, after long investigations, has approveg th
Revelations of St. Bridget and has declared that they c°nlai;
nothing contrary to faith or morals. The future Be"(‘dict
X1V, referring directly to these Rewelations, wrote, “Sq far
as the instances beforec us warrant a conclusion, this appro.
bation by no means requires the certitude of faith. but only
causes them to be looked upon as probable.” With (ks in
mind, the reader can derive much spiritual prufit from the
Revelations of the highly favored Bridget.

A word of commendation is due the publishers for thej,
attractive presentation of these two volumes. It is tg pe
hoped that many will avail themselves of the opportunity 4
rexd Dr. Jorgensen’s definitive work, for it bids fair ¢
become the standard biography of the lovable Swedish sain
and is a perfect companion to his Life of St. Catherine of
Siena, the saint chosen by God to carry on Bridget's task of
bringing Pope Gregory XI to Rome frum ‘“poisonoys
Avignon.” Ricuaro M. Brackerr, S J.

CATHOLIC ACTIVITIES IN DENM.—\RE IN 1954
( Continued from page 5)

CurturaL EvexTs

At the beginning of the year a remarkable exposition of
Ravenna mosaics was held in a Copenhagen mu<cum. Few
things have the power to lead modern man to the heights
of ancient Christian culture as do these ancient works of art.

This year saw the opening of a new Cathohic library and
the addition of a reading room to the already cxisiing Bleno
library. The new one consists mainly of books leit by Bishop
von Euch, but to this collection the Dominican I“uthers, who
maintain the library. have contributed about 6.000 volumes,
including a first class theological section for pricsts of the
diocese. Both libraries are in closc co-operation with each
other in accordance with the directives and wishes of the
state public libraries.

On Pentecost Sunday the Danish State Radio maugurated
its European television service; for the occasion Fi:her Peter
Schindier who lives in Rome, was brought to Copenhagen to
participate in the program.

Particularly in the field of music the activitics of Cath-
olics have created a profound impression in Denmark. A Te
Deum composed by Father Leif Kayser, assistant at the
Cathedral in Copenhagen, was played during the music week
in Fulda, Germany; this same work was later in the year
broadcast by the Danish State Radio. Another well-known
composer, Bernard Lewkowitz, has also had considerable
success with his Schola Cantorum and he has al:o put 10
music some songs wrilten by Johannes Jorgensen; these latter
have been recorded by “His Master’s Voice.”

Last year it was noted with much general satisfaction that
the Jesuit, Father Heinrich Roos, was appointed Reader of
German Literature at the University of Copenhagen.

Finally an event of considerable importance last year was
the publication of Father Peter Schindler’s Danish transla-
tion of the New Testament. The Holy Father commissi‘one
Monsignor Montini to express his appreciation and grutltude
to the translator for this fine work.

ANSGAR’S LEAGCUE™
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Swedish Nun, Convert

S1STER MARGARET MARY

of the Monastery of the Precious Blood, Brooklyn, N. Y.

4

1868-1955

“To reproduce the mortal life of Jesus on earth, that is, to

pe other living Christs which means to give Jesus the. hqp-

- ess of speaking, walking, living on earth, and continuing

is life of praise. adoration and atonement, in the person of
His Spouses.”’

HE above words

form a resolution
which Sister took at
the beginning of her
religious life and are
an epitome of her
lifelong effort to imi-
tate Christ,

Sister Muargaret
Mary was born Ar-
mida  Engstrom on
October 10, 1868. in
Halmstad., Sweden.
She was haptized in
the Lutheran Church,
the State Church in
Sweden. had a most
Christian  home and
was brought up under
an austere discipline,
Both her father and
mother were very
charitable to the poor
and needy, though not
wo well oif themselves. At the age of 19 she came to New
York to visit an aunt. She became interested in the Catholic
Church and on May 1, 1895, she was conditionally baptized,
receiving her First Holy Communion a few days after and the
Sacrament of (Confirmation in the same month. This was a
stormy period in her life as she knew her parents would not
be too happy about her conversion. She sailed home in June
to visit her parents but remained there only a few months
as her faith and desire for solitude were a constant contra-
diction to her surroundings.

When she returned to New York she came in contact with
A great Jesuit, Father O’Conor, S.J., and a very dear friend,
a Miss Collins, who thereafter became a Sister of Mercy.
Father O'Conor gave her two letters of recommendation, one
t0 the Sisters of the Monastery of the Precious Blood and
one to the Sisters of the Visitation, both in Brooklyn. She
tells us in her handwritten account that, as she was leaving
Mother Catherine to go to the Visitation Convent, she could
0t open the gate when she came out. She went back to the
harlor 1o ask the Sister there how to open it—instead of
?RSWCring her question, the Sister asked: “Have you been to
oi Chﬁ_l).el?" Her answer was in the negative. Then she left
ot a visit to tl'].c.Ch.apel and was s0 impressed that. she did
tion goslo the Visitation Convent with her letter of introduc-

- She was accepted here on the feast of the Holy Family

Mother Margaret Mary

“SCANDINAVIA PLEADS

in 1899 and entered the Monastery on Muy 1 of the same
vear, To the date it was exactly four years since her Bap-
tism and though she had no relationship with Religious, or
Religious life, she felt right at home when she entered. She
soon comprehended the grandeur of the religious life which
stimulated her in her daily combats with her own nature.
She was called Sister Margaret which she had taken for her
Baptismal name and Mary in Confirmation, which combined
was given to her at her reception of the Holy Habit. She
had the privilege of meeting the Venerable Mother Foundress
when she was a Postulant,

Sister tells us that her father took it much to heart when
she entered the Cloister, maintaining that she was tired of
life and such a life belonged to an age of the past. However,
hoth Father and Mother became most reconciled to her clois-
tered life. They seemed to recognize the value of prayer and
suffering for souls.

Sister was orderly, exact and punctual in fulfilling her
duties. Because of her maturity and self-control which was
the fruit of a great interior struggle and self-renunciation,
Sister rarcly got into the scrapes that usually befall the
“angels” of the novitiate. Her postulancy passed without any
notable happening. although God must have carefully noted
the painful adjustments the newcomer had to make in her
new mode of life. When Sister entered she had beautiful
blonde hair and after it was shorn the best part of it was
braided and sent to her family. The rest—well each new-
coming postulant was told to look closely at the lovely blonde
hair on the wax statues of the Infant Jesus which graced the
various community cribs up to a few years ago. Sister liter-
ally gave her locks to the Lord!

Sister conformed in all things to the common way as she
was a great lover of simplicity and always maintained there
was evervthing in the Rule of the Monastery, but within the
cloister of her heart, she sought true greatness and nobility.
On June 1!, 1901, Sister had the joy of pronouncing her
Holy Vows. After her Profession, she was initiated into studio
work by Mother Catherine de Ricci. Her beautiful talent was
used for the glory of God and also added to the few pecu-
niary resources the Monastery then had. She loved her quiet
corner and delighted in the opportunity to concentrate her
powers on painting crucifixes, etc.

On March 31, 1925, Sister Margaret Mary was appointed
Superioress. Sister had been a member of the Council since
1908. The community had long been sufiering from sickness
and other trials and dear Mother Mary Concepta had been
hospitalized for long periods. The new Ecclesiastical Su-
perior, Right Rev. Monsignor Thomas Nummey, dcemed it

necessary for the community to have a new head. Accord-

ingly, our esteemed Mother Mary Concepta resigned and
Mother Margaret Mary took up the reins of government—
no easy task at the time. On June 29 of the same year, acting
on the advice of Monsignor Nummey, our Bishop appointed
Father Joseph F. Stedman as Chaplain. It was owing to the
encouragement and foresight of our dear Mother that Father

FOR MASS STIPENDS”
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was able 1o organize and carry on his apostolate which today
knows nu hounds. Mother Margaret Mary had the breadth
of vision und nobility of character to encourage him in his
mitiative ioward furthering the devotion to our Treasure,
and brincing so many multitudes closer to the mystery of the
Precious Blood. Father Stedman, himsclf, quoted that the
visible spirit of self-sacrifice, disinterestedness and co-opera-
tion of Mother and the Sisters were a constant inspiration to
him.

Mother Margaret Mary also saw to many repairs through-
out the house such as plastering, electrical repairs, plumbing,
etc. When, in 1925, a new refrigerator was installed in the
kitchen, nuiny have attributed Mother’s scrious illness at the
time to w13 escaping through the pipes. The illness was diag-
nosed as tuberculosis. After some necessary rest and care it
was decided, in conference with Monsignor Nummey, that
Mother would make a pilgrimage to Saint Anne de Beaupre
to ask for a cure. At the same time our Mother would visit
the Motherhouse at Saint Hyacinthe and ask for subjects to
o} up the ranks sorely depleted by illness and death. Ac-
cordingly. our Mother rosc from a sick-bed to go to Canada
to seek recruits for our community threatened with extinetion.
On Septeimbier 27, 1926, Mother Margaret Mary, accompaniest
by Monsitnor Nummey, Father Stedman. Sister Rese of Sie.
Marie and Mr. and Mrs. Brislin, benelactors who supplicd
limousines for the trip, started off on her Canadian pilgrimage.

In 1927, a contingent of Canadian Sisters arrived at the
Monastery. Their arrival was due Lo the cfiorts of Mother
Margaret Mary and the Novitiate was now opened after a
lapse of three vears. Subjects continued 1o come rexularly
Arom thut time on.

While Superioress. Sister Margaret Mary saw (o the beauti-
fying of the garden, as well as to many improvements in the
interior 1 the house. She would frequently visit the various

offices giving advice and encouragement. The Sisters
kept busy too, with the many Confraternity Novena cipe
as the membership was growing at an amazing pace. Alwyy,
calm and judicious in her manner of acting. =he knew hgy, lh
share her treasures of mind with her dauzhiers in lcafhin(T
them to serve God in simplicity, by seeking His Will a4 m?\nik
fested by their Rule. Acting in dependence on the grye, 0|:
the Holy Spirit, she strove to cncourage all 1o seck thej;
sanctity according to the Rule and the spurit of ayr Holy
Founders in humble docility to our code of love. She Way
always ready to lead her children along the raad of lh;
“golden mean” with prudence and gencrosity. Muother Mar.
garet Mary’s two terms of office as Superivress vame 1 an
end in December, 1931, at which time she was clected Mis.
tress of Novices.

In 1940 Sister Margaret Mary became Ass=i=1ant Superiores,
and in 1943 First Councillor, which she held until her l’csignn._
fion in 1952 because of illness and advanced vears. In gy
things and always, Sister sought to uphold the ideals ap
traditions of our Holy Founders. and she was keenly interesieq
in everything that would foster the rich spizinual legacy e
queathed (o them,

In 1951 Sister celehrated her Golden Julnlee of Religious
Profession. Her nephew, Mr. Paul Sumucel~on. and his wif,
of Omaha, Ncbraska, and a grandnicee from New Jerseyv, were
able to be present to gladden this festive occasion,

Sister Margaret Mary passed away on Goal Friday of this
year. She had received Holy Communion on the day before—
Holy Thursday. Truly, Sister had spent her fong and meri-
torius life consoling the Divine Heart of Jesu- With Mary,
aur Mother, she had generously tiken her stamd at the foo
ol the cross there to slike His thiest. She wa- o Living chalice
from which He partook of the wine of her Tove e return for
the Gift of Himself to all of us.

Wep,
U'ars.

New Members

Andrew | Trimble, Brooklyn, N. Y.

"Philip J. Weiler, Lynbrook. L. ., N. Y

Margucrite T. Harris, Daricen, Conn.

Leo A. Oitv, Collegeville, Minn.

Harold Given, Grand Mound, Towa

Sister Muric Cecilia, St. Paul, Minn.

May A. Anderson, Trumanshurg, N. Y.

Sister I'rinris Thérése, New Bern, N. C.

Neolda Nelson, Flushing, L. I, N. Y.

Mrs. Edwurd J. Butler, Hollis, L. I., N. Y.

Rev. Donald B. Zimmerman, Darlington. N. J.

Mr. andd Mrs. Albert P, Frenzel, West Forest Hills, L. 1. N. Y.
Ebba C. Anderson, Brooklyn, N. Y.
James G. Ccedergren, Brooklyn, N. Y.

Carl G. Bluom, New Haven, Conn.

James W. Dyson, New Orleans. La.

‘Cathrine Sundstrom, Lincoln, Neb.

Brother Jouhn L. Harris. C.S.C.. Notre Dame, Ind.
Rev. Edwin Kron, C.S.P., Boston, Mass.

Frater Kevin Anderson, Spencer, Mass.

Olaf A. Waring, Huntington, L. I, N. Y.
Fredericka Price, Bucks, England

Mrs. T. P. Joyce, Jeannetic, Pa.
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Dolores Klevin, Hespeler. Ontario. Canada

Chaplain (Capt.) John A, Nelson. U S.AF.
Base, Ala.

Juhn Edward Patrick. ronwoaod, Mich.

Thomas H. Patrick, Royal Oak, Mich.

Dana I'. Wilson, Geneva, 111

Dr. D. E. O'Brien, Chicago, 1l

Elver William Kron, Tacoma, Wash.

Mrs. Charles M. Monsted, New Orleans. La.

Antonia L. Christiansen, New York. N. Y.

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn S. Larson, Washington, 11, (.

Mrs. Giovanni Giovannini, Washington, D. (.

Frances Woolls, Brooklyn. N. Y.

Williamy Dailey, Ottawa. Ontario, Canada

Mr. and Mrs. C. J. Lundgren, Superior, Wiz

Mr. T. A. Gundcrson, Superior, Wis.

Mrs. Fred Grammond. Superior. Wis,

Mr. Ragner Staupe, Superior, Wis.

Rev. James I'. Rasmussen, Des Moines, Towa

Mary Thorhard, New York, N. Y.

Torgny Thorhard, New York, N. Y.

Rhea S. Walsh, Tulsa. Okla.

Moaawell AT
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CATHOLIC STATISTICS OF SCANDINAVIA
St. Ansgar, Patron of Scandinavia (February 3, 826)

North Middle South .
Denmuark Norway Norway Norway Sweden Finland Icelund
yea 0 SQUATE MlES. . 16,570 71,788+ 33,000 75,000 173,514 131,500 39.709
AR e 1,281,275 305,000 481,000 2,265000 6,986,180 4,121,853 127,770
atholics - 26.000% 320 240 4,500 19,000%** 2,108 500
T ——— 3238340 .. 479,667 2,647,175 6,822,500 3,888,212 125,000
SRISMALICS vt SIS 1,500 70,508
PWS. v s R AR e e 5947 100 .. 10,000 1,517
Bishops; Vicar .—_\pos. . 1 1 1 1 2 1 1
prefects APOSLONC (i e e e e e e
PEIESLS  «crvneresssss s bt s 100 7 4 8 58 16 10
Native PHEstS oo 25 12 6 1 2
Seculars w.coene. 33 e 21 22 4
Religlous womminns . 66 7 4 17 21 12 6
Churches and Chapels v, 77 & 5 39 42 8 4
GIELETS  vorotesrerreerssorssesess oo oo 761 32 50 400 150 26 29
umber of Congrepations . 26 2 2 7 9 3 3
Native SISIers .o . | OO 1 20 9 1 2
Brothers ... e 7 O 1 7 4 1
Number of Parishes i, 33 N 3 15 11 3 .
Sch0lS oo 26 1 1 9 4 1 2
Pupils e 2733 70 8 395 300 435 259
High Schools i, 5000 e e v e
Students o 6 L i e e e
Hofpi[ﬁlj ....... . . 45 3 3 16 o L 2
Orphanages .o 3 4 2
Patron Sainl .. Canute Olav Olav Olav Bridget Henry
Feast Day cviceieerinvinieene July 29 October 8 January 19
Hostel for Colege Girls 1 e
Prepared by St. Ansgar’s Catholic League of New York, 40 West 13th Street, New York i1, N. V.
Far 19355, .
+ Includes 30 Catholics in Farov Tslands. ** With Spitzbergen. *¥+% 6000 Swedish born.
CATHOLIC SCANDINAVIAN LITERATURE AND PUBLICATIONS
Denmark s Sweden: :
Katolsk Ugeblud (Weekly). Subseription rate: Kr. 22~ yearly. Credo (Quarterly). Subscription rate: Kr. 13- yvearly. Otder

Ornfer from Sankt Ansgars Forlag, Breduade 67, Copen-
hagen K.
Catholica  (Quarterly).  Subscription rate: Kr. 12.- vearly.

Order from Arne Frost-Hansens Forlag, Gammel Torv 106,
Copenhagen K.

Litterae (Monthly).  Published Ly Arne Frost-Hansens Forlag
Jor Academicum Catholicum in Denmark, Norwav, Sweden
and Finkind.

desu Hjertes Budbringer (Monthly).
vearly.  Order from Jesuit
Denmark.

Danish Catholic Literature, liturgical books. missals, ete. can

Subseription rate: Kr. 5.-
IFathers, Ryesgade 26, Aarhus.

e uwhiained from Katolsk Boghandel, Stenosgade 3, Copenhagen
V. Sunkt Ansgars Boghandel Bredgade 67, Copenhapen K, or
irmm  Arne Frost-Hansens Forlag. Gammel Torv 16, Copen-
hagen K. .

Norway:
SLOOlar (Weekly)

Norway.,
Oslo,

Oflicial publication of Diacese of South
Order from St. Olav's Ekspedisjon, Akersveien 5,

MWt Liv (Semi-monthly). Published by the Apostolic Prefec-
ture of North Norway, Storgata 94, Trumso, Norway. Nor-
wegian Catholic books and Ileaficts about the Church and
:;'uching can be obtained fromt St. Olav’s Forlag, Akerveien 3,

Jsln.

"'“{’PNI (Quarterly). Published by the Apostolic Prefecture of
Centra) Norway, Prinsens Gade 2a2, Trondhjem, Norway.

“*SCANDINAVIA
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from Credo, Katolsk  Tidskrift, Box Stackholm 2,

Sweden.

2148,

Hemmet och ilelgedomen (Semi-monthly). Subscription rate:
Kr. 10.- yearly. Order from Msgr. David Assarsson, Munka-
vangen, MHitlsingborg, Sweden.

Swedish Catholic hooks, missals, ete,, can he obtained from
the tollowing: Katolsk Bok—och Konsthandel, N. Smedjegatan
24, Stockholm, or Dominikanernes Bokhandel. Linbecatan 79,
Stockholm. ’

Finland:

FOR

Uskon Sanoma (Diocesan monthly).  For information about
this or contributions to Magnus Tavast Literary Circle write
to Mrs. G. Varnanen, Pursimiehenkatu 5 a, Flelsinki, Finland.

Kellojen Rutsu—Klockerna Kalla.  Bi-lingual wonthly pub- .
lication.
Juuventus. A monthly publication for Catholic youth.

Additional copies ol this BULLETIN mayv Dbe obtained hy* en-
clusing $1.00. .

Additional copies of “Visit Scandinavia” Folder (twelve pages)
for voursell or vour friends may bhe obtained by enclosing
23 conts. )

Praver Leaflet — Prayers in  English, Danish. Norwegian,
Swedish. Fianish and Icelandic — 10 cents.

For above literature address:

SECRETARY — HEADQUARTERS
40 West 13th Street, New York 11. N. ¥,

MASS STIPENDS™
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PRAYER FOR SCANDINAVIA

Q Good Jesus, humbly prostrate at Thy Feet, we implore Thee,
by Thy most Sacred Wounds and by the precious Blood which Thou
didst shed for the salvation of the whole world, that Thou wouldst
deign to cast a look of pity on the peoples of Scandinavia, separated
from Holy Mother Church for so many centuries and deprived of the
participation of the Adorable Sacrament of Thy Body and Blood and of
several of the other Sacraments instituted by Tlhee, as the refuge of
souls in life and death. Remember, O Redeemer of the world, that for
these souls, too, Thou didst suffer bitter death with the loss of all Thy
Blood.

Bring back, O Good Shepherd, also these sheep of Thine to the
One Fold and the healthy pastures of our Holy Mother Church, so that
they may form with us one flock, tended by Thee, and by Thy Vicar on
earth, the Supreme Pontiff whom in the person of the Apostle, St. Peter,
Thou didst commission to feed Thy sheep and Thy lambs.

Graciously hear, O Good Jesus, the prayers which we offer Thee
with most lively trust in the love of Thy Sacred Heart, and 10 Thy most
Holy Name be praise, glory and honor, world without end. Amen.

| (With permission of Superiors.)

Scandinavian Feast Days
Mass is -aid by our Chaplain for the intention of the League on the Feasts of our patrons as follows:
St. Canute (and St. Henry), January 19th. St. Ansgar, February 3rd. St. Olav, July 29th. St. Bridget. October #th

Officers of the Parent Unit

Rev. Jous LaFawce, 8.)., Director of Programs Miss MILbrED MEnkeN, Recording Secretary
Ricut Rev. Msck. Epwarp E. Swanstrom, Pu.D., Spiritual

. Mk, Joun DwicHT, Assistant Recording Secretary
Director

Rev. Henky J. Axperson, S.]., Chaplain

Rev., Hun K. WoLr, Field Secretary, Vermillion, So. Dak.
Mgk. Vicco F. E. Ramsuscu, President

Mr. ALBeri WESTERBERG, Vice President

Murs. Cuaries PTasiNskI, Corresponding Secretary

Miss AxnE O'CoxNewrr, Treasurer
Mg, Rosert Ramsuscu, Director of Publicity
Mu. ALBERT WESTERBERG. olssistant Treasurer (Mass Stipends Only)

M. Epwarp QuinNtax and Viorer Ouses, Membership Committee

Unit Directors

Rev. Leonakv P. CowLiy, Spiritual Director of Minncapolis-
St. Paul, Minn., Unit

Rev. Ricnawn GIESEN, Spiritual Director of Estelline and Custle-
wood, 5. Dak., Units

Rev. Ropexr H. HaNsen, Spiritual Director of La Crosse, Wis,,
Unit

Mandan, N Dakota Unit.

Rev. Rowsert Hovva, Spiritual Director of Fargu, N Dak., Unit

Rev. WaLrer F. Liscu, Spiritual Director of Alexawndria, S. Dak,

Unit
Rev, Joun C. MabseN, Spiritual Director of [urrison and
Oshkosh, Neb., Units

Rev. Huor K. Wour, Spiritual Director of Vermillion, 5. Dak. Unit

For fucts about the Church in Scandinavia and general information, please address Corresponding Seeretary, at Hewdquirters.
The Lcacue meets at headqguarters, 40 West 13th Street, New York 11, N. Y., the second Thursday of each month at 3 P. M, from

October to May.

[1 Associate Member $1.00
[] Susteining Member $10.00

I should like to be enrolled in St. Ansgar’s Scandinavian Catholic League as

[] Regulor Member $5.00
[C] Life Member $100.00

———.

[T} Mass Stipend G.......... {_} Seminarian Fund Contribution $. ... ... .. {7l Lay Student Fund $. ... .. ...
NAME .

ADDRESS .
(Checks should be mude payable to: St. Ansgar’s Scandinuvian Catholic League and mailed to Miss Annc O'Connetl
535 Fast 14th Streel, New York 9, N. Y.
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